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Memoirs of the Rev. John Fla-| 
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ERHAPS no miscellane- 

ous reading is more inter- 
esting and profitable, than the 
memoirs of pious anduseful men. 
They present an interesting 
picture, which impresses on the 
mind* the excellence of a virtu- 
ous life ; persuades us to esti- 
mate the good man’s enjoy- 
ments, and to aspire to those at- 
tainments which give compos- 
ure in the hour of death. The 
views, employments, and reso- 
lutions of the venerable saint, 
are listened to with attention by 
the young believer ; and as the 
youthful warrior’s ardor kindles 
atthe recital of the great at- 
chievements of some valiant he- 
to; so the wondering disciple 
1s animated in his newly discov- 
ered path ; desires to overtake 
his superiors in the faith, and! 
especially to imitate his divine 
example, the captain of his sal- 
vauon. The persuasive ser- 
mon, the pathetic exhortation, 
and the flowing essay have their | 
influence and their use; but 
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their impression is far less du- 
rable, than that which is made 
by the exemplary conduct of 
some esteemed character. This 
is the fruit presented, to the 
view, while those are merely its 
description. Few men _ have 
left so good a name behind 
them, and have been so useful 
in their labors as the learned 
and pious Mr. John Fiavel, the 
beloved and faithful minister of 
Christ at Diptford, and after« 
ward at Dartmouth, in Great 
Britain. He was the eldest son. 
of the Rev. Richard Flavel, of 
Broomsgrove, where he was 
born in 1628. He was religi- 
ously educated by his father, and 
early sent to the University of 
Oxford, where he distinguished 
himself by a faithful application 
to his studies. Soon after he 
commenced bachelor of arts, 
he was ordained in 1650, an as- 
sistant to Mr. Walplate in Dipt- 
ford, whom he shortly after 
succeeded in the rectory. Senr 
sible of the weight of his 
charge, he diligently applied 
himself to the work of his cal; 
ling, and devoting himsel te 
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$69 Memotrs of the Rev. John Flavel. 


reading, meditation and prayer, 
he rose to eminence and repu- 
tation in the church. 

In 1656, he received an invita- 
tion from the people of Dart- 
mouth to be their minister, 
which he acceptcd, and was as- 
sociated with Mr. Ailein Geere. 
Here God crowned his labors 
With great success. T’aithtul to 
his flock, he sought every occa- 
sion todo them good, and zeal- 
ously preached the gospel of 
Christ among them; though 
the civil arm was raised 
azainst him, and threatened his 
destruction. One of his judi- 
clous hearers expressed him- 
self thus concerning him: ‘41 
could say much, though not 
enough of the excellency ot his 
preaching; of his seasonable, 
suitable and spiritual matter ; of 
his plain expositions of scrip- 
ture, his taking method, his 
genuine and natural deductions, 
his convincing arguments, his 
clear and powerful demonstra- 


‘tions, his heart-searching appli- 
caiions, and his comfortable | 


supports to those that were af- 
ficted in conscience.” 

He was a nonconformist, and 
when the act of uniformity de- 
prived him of his living, he still 
labored among his people with 
undiminished exertion. When 
the Oxford act went into opera- 
tion, he was compelled to leave 
Dartmouth, to the great afflic- 
tion of his people. He retired 
toSlapton where he continued 
to preach, toas many as dared 
to resort thither, in’ defiance of 
the act against conventicles; and 
though driven abroad by the 
persecuting spirit of intolerance, 
he continued to assert boldly 
the traths of the gospel. Ona 


thange of measures he return- 


fet. 


ed to Dartmouth, but was Soon 
obliged to flee again, by a re. 
peated enforcement of the acts 
of parliament. He now went 
to London, hoping that he 
might be more useful there, 
than in the neighborhood of 
Dartmouth. After a short stay 
at London and a narrow escape 
from the hands of his enemies, 
he returned once more to Dart: 
mouth, where he was confined 
a close prisoner to his own 
}house ; yet he kindly received 
all who would come to him un- 
discovered, and made his prison 
a temple of worship. 

In 1687, the penal aets before- 
mentioned were dispensed with, 
and Mr. Flavel, who had long 
been checked by legal restraint, 
now resumed his former public 
Jabors, with renewed zeal, and 
shone with brighter lustre. He 
‘now preached and nublished 
his eleven sermons entitled 
& England’s Duty,” which man- 
ifest his piety and dependence 
in the cause of Christianity. 

He had vowed to the Lord in 
his confinement, that should he 
again obtain his liberty, he would 
improve it to the advantage of 
the gospel, which he conscien- 
tiously performed both by pub- 
lic and private exertion. | 

he last sermon which he 
preached was at Ashburton from 
1 Cor. x. 12; which was 4 pe 
thetie and excellent discourse, 
. tending to awaken careless p!o- 
fessors to be solicitous about 
their souls. His death was suc 
den. He had appeared to be 
in uswal-health during the eve 
ning ; while at supper he com 
plained of a numbness ms 
hand, which alarmed his wile 
and friends. As they were cal 





!rying him to his chamber; he 
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expressed an opinion that it 
would be the last time, but ad- 
ded, I know that it will be well 
with me. 

Thus died in peace this man 
of God, on the 26th of June 
1691,in the 64th year of his 
age. 

Mr. Flavel was a man of mid- 
dling stature, and full of activity. 
With his friends he was social 
and communicative; to the 
poor and distressed, he was libe- 
raland compassionate. He was 
much devoted to reading and 
meditation, and the productions | 
of his pen to this day adminis- 
ter consolation and instruction 
to Christians of every station. 
His writings evidence a disposi- 
tion to Instruct the ignorant and 
sooth thelaffiicted, rather than 
to display his own talents and 
erudition. That however he 
was aman of high literary at- 
tainments is abundantly evident ; 
and his talents were employed to 
the noblest purpose. He had 
apeculiar faculty of adapting 
his discourses to the meanest 
capacity, andof drawing divine 
instruction from the most com- 
mon objects and incidents of 
life. 
mark the reader is referred to 
those original and interesting 
treatises, the one entitled * Hus- 
handry Spiritualized,” the other, 
“A new Compass for Seamen,” 
in which the author has with 
uncommon judgement suited his 
language and matter to those 
whom he addressed. The lear- 
ned and critical have affected to 
despise performances like these, 
but they can never deprive them 
of merit. Christianity was first 
taught by parables, and their 
exceliency in catching the atten- 
fon is unrivalled. 
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For the truth of this re-| 
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Histreatise called, “ A saint in- 
deed, or how tokeep the heart,” 
isdeservedly esteemed. The fol- 
lowing testimony in its favor is 
interesting. Mr. Flavel being 
in Lendon in 1673, his bookseller 
Mr. Boulter, informed him that 
some time before, ‘a gay young 
gentleman enquired in his shop 
for play books. Mr. Boulter 
told him he had none, but 
shewed him Mr. Flavel’s trea- 
tise on keefing the heart. The 
gentleman read the utle, and 
glancing over several pages, pro- 
fanely censured and condemned 
both the book and its author. 
Being further urged, he atlength 
bought it, but declared that in- 
stead of reading it, he would 
tear and burn it, and send it to 
the devil. The book was then 
refused to him, upon which he 
promised to read it. About a 
month after the gentleman came 
into the shop again, in modest 
habit and with a serious counten- 
ance, thusaddressed Mr. Boulter : 
Sir, I most heartily thank you 
for putting this book into my 
hands; I bless God who moved 
you todo it, # hath saved my 
soul. He then bought an hun- 
dred more of them to distribute, 
to the poor, who were unable to 
buy them, and left the shop, 
praising and admiring the good- 
ness of God. 

The sermons of Mr. Flavel 
are plain and practical, and from 
a number of them entitled the 
fountain of lfe,it is evident that 
his constant endeavor was to 
preach Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. 

Of Mr. Flavel’s private life, 
it is worthy of remark, that his 
equanimity and humble deport- 
ment, were prominent traits in 
|his character. His family af- 
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flictions were great. He left his 
fourth wife a widow, and yet 
under all his trials he was pa- 


tient and resigned. His token } 


Jor mourners shows the improve- 

ment which he made of afflic- 
tions, and the souree from 
whence he derived his consola- 
tion. 

It appears from his work on 
the soul of man, on what his 
mind was. much employed. 
He looked forward to a more 
glorious state of existence ; con- 
sidered the world beneath his 
pursuit, and the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, the 
great objects of attainment. The 
peace and union of the church 
he zealously sought, and labor- 
ed much to effect; and spent 
the last days of his life in pro- 
moting the design. 

When he saw the heads of 
agreement subscribed by the 
London ministers, he told a 
friend then with him, that he 
could say with Simeon : “ Lerd, 
now lettest thou thy servant de- 
part in peace.” ‘Thus after a 
life spent in the service and con- 
solation of the church, he em- 
ployed the close of it in laying a 
foundation for her future quiet 
and prosperity. 

—F 6 


Extract of a Letter from the 
Rev. Seth Williston. 
Lisle, July 18th, 1808. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
® I PROPOSE, with this, to 
send you some sketches of 


the life of Mrs, Pixley with a | 


view to their being inserted in 
the Magazine. Biography is 
interesting ; and the lives of 
those who have lately lived, if 
otherwise equal, are, I think, 
preferable to those taken from 


books, which are already in the 
hands of a part of your readers, 
There may be some objections 
ageenat the biography which | 
send you. Itmay be objected 
that there is not enough of her 
) own views, feelings and words 
containea init. J acknowledge 
there 1s not so much of this 
kind of matter as I could wish. 
Had I only penned down all 
which I have heard her express 
myself, this sketch would not be 
deficient in this respect. I had 
made some such minutes years 
ago, and I trusted too much to 
my memory, which is apt to let 
| slip particular expressions, kc. | 
was with her a few hours before 
she died, but she was gasping 
for life, and could hardly articu- 
late. She was considered asa 
kind of female Lot in the place 
where she lived, and was known 
extensively in this part of the 
country as a woman of piety. 
It is one argument in favor of 
its publication that it will be in- 
teresting to those who take the 
Magazine in this part of the 
country. One of the Magazines 
stillcomes on directed to her; 
and is taken by her daughter, 
Mrs. Pumpelly. We have read 
the lives of many eminent for 
piety, who have diced in New- 
England, but have not read the 
lives of any, who have lived and 
{diedin these new settlements. 

Another objection which J 
expect will be made against the 
biography, which I send you!s 
its length, It may be said that 
too much time is taken up silice 
we have solittle account of thelife 
and death of the woman. The me- 
thod which J took was calculated 
to take up time ; but I thaws 
it might be the most ae 
method to my hearers, and whe 
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:nowsbut it may be the most pro- 
itable method to your readers ¢ 
The Magazine publishes sketch- 
es of lives, didactic piecesand ex- 
jortations apart, here they are 
put together. After all, it is sub- 
mitted to the discretion of the 
editor. Ifthe piece should need 
any apology tobe made to the 
public for its publication, I Wish 
you to make one yourseli, and 
not consider any thing which I 
have written to you as a preface 
tothe sketches. 

The public are hitherto a lit- 
(le disappointed in the new Mag- 
azine, in having no more ac- 
count of the wonderful work of 
erace Which we hear is going on 
inthe land. I believe there is no 
onething which inducesa greater 
mumber to try to make out the 
money necessary to obtain the 
Magazines, than a desire in this 
way to obtain correct information 
of the revivals of religion in our 
land and in different parts of 
the world, together with the 
success of the missionary exer- 
tions in Europe and America. 
Toften hear them offer this rea- 
sonfor becoming subscribers ; 
Ibelieve more often, than any 
other. I saw Mr. a few 
Weeks ago, he said, the minis- 
ters in his quarter thought there 
heverhad been so much attention 
toreligion,and so much out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit in the land since 
tssettlement. Wearecontinual- 
ly hearing that the Lord is  dis- 
playing his arm gloriously in 
Vanlous places; but we have 
secn very little mention made oi 
tin the Magazine, where we 
have a right toexpect to see it, 
itis real. The public will be 
In danger of thinking that the 
“itor does not think it a genu- 


a 





1908.] Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Seth Williston, $63 


little aboutit. In the 4ih num- 
ber I think we had encourage. 
ment, that by the next month we 
should have some account of 
the work of God in » but 
we have seen nothing of it. Per- 
haps it will be said that it is not 
the fault of the editor—he 
Waits to receive communications 
from those who are acquainted 
with these awakenings. I won- 
der that those ministers and oth- 
er friends of religion, who have 
opportunity to be personally ac- 
quainted with the displays of 
divine grace, do not take pains, 
through the mediumof Maga- 
zines, to make joy on earth over 
maby sinners, who are repenting 
and turning from Satan to God. 
Buti they neglect to do their 
duty, would it not be the duty of 
the editor to stir them up by 
puiting themin mind of it, If 
hints given in the monthly num- 
bers fail of bringing forward th 
information, which is desired, 
why would it not be besi for the 
editor to write private letters to 
particular gertlemen, whot are 
capable of giving such informa- 
tion, desiring them not to delay 
to attend to the matteras a thing 
which concerns the Redeemet’s 
story, and the comfort of his 
people. Where there is an 
awakening extending over a 
number of towns adjacent, some 
one minister, who is acquainted 
with the work, and who has been 
into all the awakened towns, 
micht give a general statement. 
There appears to me an evident 
advantage in being informed of 
what the Lord is now doing for 
Zion. Itanimates and encour- 
ages usto hope. If the Lord 
is now pouring out bis Spirit in 
other p aces, we, think surely he 
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There is hope for us—who 
knows but the same grace will 
appear for our help? 


SETH WILLISTON. 


Note. The Epiror periectly 
agrees with Mr. W illiston in an } 
opinion of the benefits which 
arise from faithful narratives of 
revivals of religion. They are 
means for warming and rejoicing 
the hearts of Christians, awa- 
kening the secure, and displey- 
ing the riches and power of} 
sovereien grace. He laments 
that so little of this matter is 
found in the Magazine, in a day 
when the Spirit is gloriously 
out-poured in many of our! 
churches; but he cannot ac- 
cuse himself of neglect. In ad- 
<dlition to the public invitation, 
many letters have been written. 
Modesty or some better reason 


hath prevented communications 
of this kind. 
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FOR THE CONNECTICUT MAGA- 
ZINE. 

Sketches of the life of Mrs. Lydia 
Pizxley,* who died February 2d, 
1808, at the village of Owego, 
mn the County of Broome, N. 
York ; as they were given in 
a sermon fireached at her fune- 
ral from Psal. \xxiii. 24. by 
Mr. Williston. 


RS. PIXLEY has lived 
almost seventeen years 
in this part of the country.— 
ape 
* Mrs. Pixley was the widow of 
Col. David Pixley, whom she sur- 
vived hardly six months, and the 
daughter of Mr. Joseph Patterson, 
who removed with his family from 
Watertown to Richmond in Massa- 
chusetts, She never had but three 
children .of her own ; cne only of 
which survives her. She died at the 
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jing of the 





age of 62. 
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Several years before 
moval from New-Engl 
time of some special « 


her ye. 
and, ita 
ve OUt-pour. 
Spirit in the place 
where She lived, she was made 
sensible of her lost state by na. 
ture, and her need of the re- 
newing of the Holy Spirit 
Some time after sie obtained g 
hope that God bed Wrought a 
saving change in her heart, she 


joined the congrega'ional church 


in Stockbridge, under the pasto- 
ral care of the Rev. Dr. Stephen 
West. While she lived there, 
she acquired the character. of 
eminency in religion—as such, 
she was recommended to me 
by her worthy pastor, before | 
ever saw her. It is now more 
than eleven years since I have 
been privileged with a personal 
acquaintace with her ; and Ican 
say, with truth, that my person- 
al acquaintance has exalted my 
views of her piety. You who 
have been longer and more in- 
timately acquainted with her, f 
trust, know more of her excel- 
lencies ; and, perhaps, you also 
have known more of her defects. 
I have always been very spi- 
ring in characterizing the dead 
in funeral sermons, lest I should 
be tempted to culogize all 
the dead for the sake of the 
feelings of the weeping friends; 
or lest I should be tempted fo 
paint the character of the vi- 
tuous dead above what they were 
seen to be in life. But I know 
not how to pass over the cha- 
racter of this amiable womal 
in silence. And I remember; 
that when Peter came into the 
chamber where the pious and 
charitable Dorcas lay a corps®s 
all the widows, who had known 
her, stood by weepl0s§: on 
{ . d armenis 
showing the coats and § 
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which Dorcas made, while she 
was with them. These coats 
and garments, made for the 
poor, were proofs of the sinceri- 
ty of her love, that she did not 
say, Be ye warmed, and be ye 
clothed, without giving the 
things which were needed.— 
These proofs were exhibited 
after she slept In death. We 
are required to be followers of 
them who through faith and 
patience are inheriting the pro- 
mises: but, it order to follow 
them, we must know what path 
they went; or, in other words, 
we must know how they lived. 
] think my principal motive, in 
wishing to bring into view any 
traits in the “character of the 
deceased, 1s to stir up her be- 
reaved children, grand-children, 
relatives, friends and neighbors, 
to follow in her steps, so far as 
she is worthy of imitation, (for 
Ido not indulge the thought, 
with all my veneration for her 
character, that every action of 
her life can with safety be imi- 
tated : for there is not a Just man 
on earth, that doeth gocd and sin- 
neth not.) Her particular faults 
(if particular faults she had,) 
have not come directly under 
my observation: neither is it 
probable, that } am acquainted 
with all her particular excellen- 
cies and virtues. “Fherefore the 
picture which I shall exhibit 
must not be considered her cha- 
tacter in full. Such features in 
her character, however, as I 
have become acquainted with, 
shall endeavor to exbibit, and 
that in distinct and separate ar- 
cles, with the express view of 


holding up each to your imita- 
tion, 


1. Mrs. Pixley was eminent. 


for her disinterested love to God. 
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Disinterested love to God, by 
which is meant that love which 
does really regard the divine 
glory, without having an ulti- 
mate reference toone’s own good, 
is the very foundation of all true 
piety. “ The end of the com- 
mandmentischarity,” and “cha- 


rity seeketh not her own.?— 


Within less than a week of her 
death, Mrs. Pixley told me, that 
when she was going to be cx- 
amined for admission into the 
church, she was exceedingly 
comforted to think, that if she 
should walk disorderly, there 
was a way that she could be 
turned out of the church, so 
that Ged would stil be honored. 
By this it appeared, that the 
henor of God was dearer to her, 
than her own honor. Several 
years ago F heard her express 
a desire that she might have her 
reason In her last sickness, and 
when she came to die; so that 
if she was a Christian, she might 
honor God in her death; and 
thatif she was not a Christian, 
it might then be manifest that 
she was a hypocrite, so that 
others might learn, from her 
sad example, the importance of 
being mere thorough in their 
religion. I would here remark, 
that she appeared to have her 
reason during her fast illness, 
and, while she had strength to 


hold conversation with her 
friends, mantfested unshaken 


confidence in God. 

Mrs. Pixley always spoke of 
God, with reverence, esteem and 
admiration. Zhe Lord reigneth, 
was atext which she often re- 


‘peated with apparent delight. 


She appeared to be exceedingly 
grieved, to see the Most High 
treated with so great and so 
gencral contempt. I beligve that 
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passage in the cxix. Psalm, she | 

might have applied to herself, 

«“ [I beheld transgressors and 

was grieved ; because thev kept 

not thy word.” In some good 

degree, the following lines might 

be applied to her: 

*“« Reproaches at thy glory thrown, 

“ He felt and mourn’d them as his 
own.” ; 

In her love to God, the su- 
preme excellence, surely she 
is worthy of being imitated. 
Can any doubt of the duty of 
loving God? He ought to be 
loved with all the heart, with 
supreme affection. Whether 
we eat or drink, or whatever we 
do, itis no more than reasonable, 
that we should do all to the glory 
of God. We oughtto be wil- 
ling to be Gad’s servants, to have 
our honor, interest and comiort 
ail subservient to him. We 
should make ail our views, feel- 
ines and movements In lite con- 
form to the interests ef his king- 
dom, instead of wishing to have 
him muke his designs conform 
to our private vicws. We do 
not pretend, that any saint on 
earth fuily gives the Lord his 
place in the universe, but every 
sanctified one has a degree of 
sufireme love to him. Though 
the woman, whose character we 
are attempting, fell vastly short 
of that constant and undivided 
love to God, which is his due 
from all creatures; yet, for our 
apostate world, she appears to 
have been an example of an 
Per- 
haps you may think, my hearers, 
that love to God is nothing pe- 
culiar tothe saints—You may 
think, that every body loves God. 
But this woman did not think 
so : she was freeto acknowledge, 
that by nature she was a com- 
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plete enemy to God 
holiness. And it ism 
fest, that the scripture 
all natural men as 
mind, 
God. 

2. Mrs. Pixley manifested » 
great regard to the revealed wil 
of God. | remember, at one 
time in particular, some years 
aco, to have heard her sneak. in 


«) j?“thay ail 


and to all 
OSt mani- 
considers 
havin 

¥ e . 7 . 5 2 
which is enmity again 


st 


st atfecting langrage, of 

12 excellency of the word of 
God. She could not bear ty 
hear any light Lhings sald of that 
book, Wich she prized above 
fine gold. It grieved her to 
think there should be any who 
could see no excellence in such 
a divine book. Sbe was a firm 
believer in those peculiar doc- 
trines of the bible, which make 
the grace of God appear most 
conspicuous Mm our’ salvation. 
She was also very fond of read- 
inz, not only the bible, but those 
relizious books, which clearly 
exhibit the religion cf the gos- 
nel. She did not grudge bemg 
at some expense to obtain such 
food for her mind. She took 
and read all the numbers of the 
seven volumes of the Connecti- 
cut Evangelical Magazine, a pe 
tiodical publication, which has 
afforded much instruction and 
entertainment to her and others 
of God’s dear children. Love 
to the holy scriptures and divine 
truth is an essential part of et 
gion. In this she is worthy © 
our imitation. It is not enough, 
my friends, that we are not the 


disciples of Paine. If we have 


not an unfeigned delight, ye 
at times an unspeakable pleasulé 
in perusing the sacred pages~ 
if we cannot sav, with sincerity 
«Q, how love 1 thy law—1!¥ 


| word was found of me, 
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aid eat it, and it was the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart,” then 
we are only nominal and not real, 
experimental Christians. 

3. The religion of our deceas- 
ed friend had much of Christ in 
z, About six days before her 
death, she told me, that, forsome 
time past, she had had distres- 
sing views of her sins, but that 
of late she had felt more com- 
fortably. I asked her, if she 
appeared to herself less sinful £ 
She replied that she cid not, but 
that she had such a view of the 
merits of Christ, that it took 
away her distress. As she pro- 
ceeded further to speak of her 
great sinfulness, she cried out, 
«Qh, what should we do, if it 
were not for Christ!” These 
views appeared to be of a piece 
with the whole of her religion, 
as faras I have been acquainted 
with it. She always seemed to 
suppose herself to be a very 
great, even am uncommonly 
sreat sinner before God, who 
carcheth the hearts. When 
she spoke of her vileness, she 
did not seem to have so much 
ielerence to the sins committed 
before her profession of reli- 
gion, as to the sins committed 
since. She had such a_ sense 
of the spirituality and perfec- 
tion of the law, that she saw in- 
finite demerit in herself, where 
others, who have not such strict 
Notions of the law, would have 
tho’t there had hardly beena fault. 
It is presumed, that it is evident 
toall, who have been favored 
with an acquaintance with Mrs. 
Pixley’s religious views and 
feelings, that she strikingly felt 
ne toy . just such a religion, 
which Ee igion of the gospel, 

S manifestly a religion 


contrived on purpose for lost 
Vou. I, No, *g . 
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undone creatures. “ Icame to 
seek and save that which is lost.” 
And Jet me ask, is not the reli- 
gion which she embraced, in this 
respect, worthy of all accefita- 
tion ? Are we so whole, that we 
need no physician ? Have we 
so few sins that we need no 
atonement? Oh, what pity, that a 
lost world, to whom a Saviour is 
sent, should not know their lost 
condition! While we are not 
convinced, that it is utterly im- 
possible we should be, justified 
before God, from the considera- 
tion that we have done so many 
good deeds and so few bad ones, 
we shall notone of us make the 
publican’s prayer, “God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner ;” nor lay 
hold upon Christ, the only hope 
set before us. 

4. Mrs. Pixley’s religion had 
init much love to the Sabbath, and 
delight in frublic worshif. ‘This 
part of her religion has been 
peculiarly tried. It is 17 years, 
this month, since she removed 
into these new  settlements.— 
This has been the largest part 
of her religious life. Here she 
found things very different from 
what they were in the place 
where she had _ lived before. 
Here there never has been any 
church of Christians, with which 
she could unite ; nor any stated 
preaching of the gospel for any 
length of time; nor even any 
stated public worship on the 
Sabbath,until within two or three 
years past. She has seen much 
profanation of holy time, which, 
they who knew her will readily 
testify, appeared to cause her 
much grief. When missiona- 
ries and other ministers of the 
gospel came this way, they were 
all kindly received and hospita- 
viy entertained by her and het 
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family. She never failed, if her 
health would possibly admit, of 
being one of their hearers. And 
how did she long to have others 
follow her example in this res- 
pect ! I have seen her often ap- 
pear to be deeply affected, that 
the Missionary Societies should 
take so much pains to send the 
eospel to the people, and ma- 
ny of them not attend and hear 


it, when it was sent to their} 


doors. After there was a pro- 
fessor of religion come into the 
settlement, who set up reading 
and praying meetings statedly 
upon the Sabbath, I was at her 
house, when she told me of this 
interposition of providence in 
favor of the cause of religion in 
this place. She said, she wan- 
ted to have others help her 
praise God for his mercies.— 
She also observed, that she 
had enjoyed some of these 
mectings as well as ever she did 
any in herlife. And now let me 
ask, isnot her example, in her 
Jove to the Lord’s day and to 
ptbhc instruction, worthy of 
imitation? hey certainly have 
no religion, who do not turn 
away their foot from the Sab- 
bath, from doing their pleasure 
on the Lord’s holy day, and 
who do not call the Sabbath a 
delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honorable, and who do not hon- 
or him, not doing their own 
Ways, nor finding their own 
pleasure, nor speaking their 
ewn words. The Lord has also 
appointed the preaching of the 
gospel ; and to them, who love 
the gospel, how beautiful will 
their feet be who bring these 
good tidings! A people, who 
feel the worth of religion, will 
always have public worship, and 
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will keep them from the place 
where God’s honor dwelleth, 
When persons in the enjoyment 
of that health, which enables 
them to attend to their worldly 
business, attend only now ang 
then upon the worship of God, 
they make it manifest, that thei 
faces are not yet set Zionward 
that they do not yet prefer the 
things of heaven to the things 
of this present world. Let me, 
my friends, strongly recom. 
mend to your imitation Mys. 
Pixley’s example in sanctifying 
the Sabbath and attending on 
the instituted means of grace, 
5. We have all the evidence, 
that the nature of the case will 
admit, that Mrs. Pisley wasa 
woman, who loved firayer. She 
Was a woman, and therefore could 
not, with propriety, lead in the 
devottons of a public assembly ; 
but she made it evident, that she 
took delight in public devotions 
as well as in hearing sermons, 
She also made it evident, that 
family prayer would have been 
an agreeable stated exercise to 
her. Whenever the ministers 
of Christ lodged there, she 
seemed to set her heart much 
upon their prayers with her 
family, and took pains to have all 
the family, the laborers, as well 
as others, attend at such sea 
sons; and whenever she found, 
that any of them were gone Into 
the ficld before morning pray 
er, or were gone to bed beiore 
the offering up of the evenins 
sacrifice, she seemed to be grit 
ed, to think that such a privilege 
should be so undervalued. There 
is no doubt but that she none 
woman, who kept up the state 
devotions of the closet. In the 
most intimate discourse with het 





nothing but urgent necessity 


}upon religion, I have heard het 
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express a great sense of the im- 
portance and privilege of this 
duty. She has spoken of it as 
a privilege, that we were not 
restricted to two or three sea- 
sons of closet prayer a day ; 
but that we might, if we found 
opportunity to attend to more | 
than the ordinary seasons of de- | 
yotion, and occasion called for it, 
enter into our closet repeatedly | 
and at any time in the day. ft 
was here, no doubt, that she un- 
bosomed herself often to her Al- 
mighty friend, who seeth in se- 
cre. It was here, that she 
sought and obtained those co- 
pious supplies of divine grace, 
by which she was enabled to 
shine as a light in a dark world. 

Christ both taught and prac- 
tised secret devotion: and much 
of the life and pleasure of reli- 
gion consist in a careful ob- 
servance of this duty. It is an 
undoubted truth, that all the 
pious pray to their Father in se- 
cret. If therefore, my hearers, 
your consciences testify, that 
you are strangers to closet reli- 
gion, you ought to know that 
you are strangers to the religion 
ei Christ—You are strangers to 
that religion, which you need 
‘omeeten you for glory. 

6. Mrs. Pixley has been a prat- 
‘ern to us of enduring trials, 
with patience and afifiarent sub- 
mission to the will of God. She 
has had many mercies, and, on 
many accounts, much prosperi- 
'y; but she has also had, per- 
ee share of 
When the h a Cai aie 
ws — a of God was upon 
i “ * i appeared entirely 
mien i - calmness did not 
Nieto ee but a holy 
pays 0 the will of a holy 

€ appeared to have an 
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uncommonly clear and feeling 
sense of the perfection of divine 
government. This truth, “ The 
Lord reigneth,” appeared to be 
the sovereign balm that healed 
all her wounds. When speak- 
ine of some of her greatest af- 
fictions, I have heard her ex- 
press adoring views of divine 
goodness, that things were no 
worse. She seemed deeply sen- 
sible, that she was punished far 
less than her iniquities deserved. 
Let us imitate her in this partic- 
ular branch of religion. It is 
most reasonable, that we should 
be contented with every allot- 
ment of providence: for provi- 
dence never errs, but is iInva- 
riably wise and good. The event, 
which we now sodeeply lament, 
isa part of a most holy and wise 
system of divine government. 
Though to us there are clouds 
and darkness surrounding: it ; 
yet to him, who seeth things as 
they are, it is full of light. 
And could our deceased friend 
be permitted, from the eternal 
world, to speak to us, she would 
no doubt, repeat her favourite 
text, “ Zhe Lord reigneth ;” or 
something equivalent to it, and 
bid us rejoice still to have the 
disposal of ail things in the 
hands of God. 

7. Another thing, which is 
} worthy of being noticed in the 
character of this venerable wo- 
man, is ¢e tender concern which 
| she manifested for the salvation of 
her fellow men. She had a ten- 
der compassion for souls. She 


appeared most fully convinced, 
that nothing short of a radical 
change would prepare any for 
the enjoyment of a holy God : 
she therefore longed exceeding- 
ly, that her family, and her fel- 





low sinners in general might 
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know, by experience, what it is 
to be born of God. I recollect, 
that she told me, after recovery 
from a fit of sickness, several 
years ago, that she was affected, 
when she was so sick that she 
could not eat, and when she saw 
how the family seemed to rel- 
ish their victuals, to think, they 
had no appetite for spiritual 
things. Shethen made use of her 
want of appetite for natural 
food, to illustrate to her family 
the impossibility of being hap- 
py in heaven without a new 
heart. She has often expressed 
the most earnest desires, that 
there might be a work of divine 
grace among this people. My 
dear friends, the Lord only 
knows how often her bowels 
have yearned over you ; or how 
often she has, with strong cries, 
besought him to have mercy on 
your immortal souls. I am 
sure, you have lost one praying 
friend, and if you hada proper 
sense of the worth of the pray- 
ersof the righteous, your loss 
would appear greaterto you than 
it probably now appears. ‘This 
part of her religion is worthy of 
being imitated. The blessed 
God has manifested infinite com- 
passion for souls, in giving his 
son to die for their redemption. 
And ifthe love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts, we shall 
surely not be destitute of such 
compassion. 
8.Mrs.Pixley was a worthu ex- 
ample for us to follow,in the fond- 
ness which she manifested for re- 
gious and savoury discourse. 
This appeared to be the conver- 
sation which was most pleasing to 
her. Andis it not proof, my 
friends, of our dreadful alicna- 
tion.of heart from God, that it 
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good manners to introduce Pious 
discourse into our Visiting com- 
panies $ Could we all have opr 
hearts under the same influence 
of love to our Creator, as our 
deceased friend, I am persuaded, 
that all the refinement of 4 
French court would not banish 
God from a place in the conyer- 
sation of our social circles. 

9. Mrs. Pixley has been a 
example of industry and careful 
attention to her domestic business. 
She looked well to the affairs 
of her household. She might 
commonly be found at home 
and employed in her own busi- 
ness. These things may be 
found where piety is wanting, 
but, with piety, they are an ex- 
cellent ornament. She, nodoubt, 
loved the world and _ the things 
of the world too much ; (tor 
who is there that does not ;) but 
we have reason to hope, that she 
did not so love the world as to 
exclude the love of the Father. 
In the domestic relations, which 
she sustained, she appeared al- 
fectionate—If she erred at all, 
it was, perhaps, 1n too great In- 
duigence. 

You, who have for many year’s 
been her neighbors, know better 
than I do her character as @ 
neighbor. I have ever obtained 
the idea, that she has been ¢s 
teemed as an excellent neighbor; 
and that the heart of the poo 
hath blessed her. There 1s one 
excellency, of which I think : 
am a witness, in her characte! 
as a neighbor, which ought (0 
be considered an excellency !™ 
deed, itis this, that she was Te 

rin? 
markably careful about speak ; 
evil of others. ‘The law of — 
ness was in her tongue. sue 
was so tender of the characte! 





should be thought a breach of 





of others, that she did not com 
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monly spea 


k the evil she knew 
af them. This is an excelliency, 
which, Whenever it 1s found, 
;; worthy of our most careful 
imitation : For there 1s scarcely 
any thing, Which 1s so needless 
ad so pernicious, as freely 
speaking on all occasions of the 
fults and failings of our neigh- 
bors. It spoils all the peace and 

comfort of society. ps 
Ishall add one more trait in 
her character. She afificared to 
be, ina good measure, weaned 
from earth, and to be fianting for 
the upfer world. Several years 
ago, she told me there were 
times when death appeared de- 
sirable. After recovery from 
sickness, she represented her 
case by a traveller, who had to 
tum about after he had gotten 
some way on his journey. She 
suid, It seemed almost a pity to 
eo back again. She said, she 
seemed to want to live, nYore 
because her family and friends 
wanted to have her, than to 
eratify herself, Just after she 
was attacked with the disease 
which has ended her days, she 
said, It seemed to her, that she 
did not want to live without she 
could live better than she had 
cone, She told her daughter, 
that it appeared to her, she did 
hot wish to live, if she must 
continue to sin; and she knew 
she should sin, if she lived in 
this world ; for none were per- 
fect. In her last sickness, 
Whiie she could converse, she 
‘poke with serenity about dying. 
She asked me to come and at- 
tend her funeral, if she should 
die, With as much composure as 
she would, at another time, have 
oe a friendly visit. In 
ng with a Christian 


friend, she spoke of her hope as 
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worth thousands of worlds ; and 
wanted others should know how 
much such a hope was worth at 
such atime. She told her friend, 
that she must go before her ; 
but that it was no matter which 
went a little the first. 

You will observe, my friends, 
what made her sick of this world, 
and what made her long after 
heaven, was not outward troub- 
les, so much as the body of 
death within her. She lonved 
to be perfectly holy, and this 
she knew could not be in this 
world: therefore she desired to 
be absent from the body, that 
she might be present with the 
Lord. 

May her family, may her con- 
nections, may we ali profit by 
her life and profit by her death! 
Wherein she followed Christ, 
let us follow her. If we would 
have a fleaceful death we must 
have a fuous life. Death appears 
to have lost his sting, when we 
view the countenance of this 
amiable, this plous woman, now 


this king of terrers. How dif- 
ferently do we all feel from 
what we should, if we were 
called to the funeral of one, who 
had left us no cvidence of hav- 
ing fallen asleep in Jesus. My 
friends, it is rare that we are 
called to attend such a funeral 
as the present. As the most ap- 
pear to be living without God 
in the world, so the most appear 
to die without leaving us evi- 
dence that they are prepared for 
a holy heaven. If you would 
know the value of religion, 
come around the death bec. 
Here nothing else appears to 
have any value. We are all 
coming to this solemn place. 





The time is not very far distant, 
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274 Abstract of Faber 
when our turn will come to die. 
And let us ask, are we now 
living, as we shall wish we had 
lived when we come to die ? 

I cannot close without ac- 
knowledging the grace of God, 
in forming the amiable charac- 
ter, which we have been ad- 
miring. Could she speak her- 
sell, she would say, Not unto 
me, not unto me, but unto God 
give all the glory ! If she was 
what we hope and believe, it was 
the God of all merey, who cal- 
Yed her by his grace. He 
wroveht all her work in her 
—lHe kept her by his power— 
He guided her by his counsel 
through all the journey of life, } 
and has, as we trust, now re- 
ceived her to glory. To Him 
be all the praise, world without 
end. Amen. 


——s 
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Abstract of Faber on the Pro- 
hhecies. 


No. VIII. 
(Concluded from p. 337. 


Concerning the effects of the last 
qwoe-trumpet, the pouring out of 
the seven vials, and the restora- 
tion of the Jews. | 


a seven vials are evidently 
comprehended under the last 
qwoe-trumpet, because they are 
styled the seven last plagues. " ‘hey 
are the same as the seven thunders, 
which St. Jchn heard, when he had 
finished his account of the second} 
qwoe-trumpet, es afflicting the Hast. 
Conceiving rightly that in point of 
time, they were next in order to 
the events which he had last detail- 
ed, he was about.to write tlfeir his- 
tory ; but the angel having yet to 


on the Propthecies. , 
[Oer’ 
little book, the Contemporary effec. 
of the two first Wordtrumhers . 
the West, commanded hi . 
them up and write ih 
swearing solemnly by the Almighty 
that “their time was not vet. " 
in the days of the voice of the eid h 
angel.” "Those days are now come. 
We have seen that the Sreat eurih. 
G uake, at the close of ¢ he secon! ety 
is the &rench Revolution, jn ‘hp 
year 1789 5 and that the third > 
came quickly in the year 1792, 
when the reivn of Gallic liberty and 
equality commenced, Consequent- 
ly we may then expect that the 
seven thunders would begin to roar, 
and the seven vials begin to be 
poured out. It may be observed 
that the contents of one vial, are no 
where represented, as being fully 
poured out, before another bowing 
tobe emptied ; and also that they 
comprehend the two grand perials 
6f the harvest and the vintage, 
which, agreeably to the analogy of 
the natural harvest and vintage, 
may be considered as sefarated by 
an intervening period. ‘The Av- 
thor supposes the first to represent 
the miseries inflicted on mankind 
by the tyranny of Antichrist, under 
the three first vials, and the éast to 
denote the final overthrow of God's 
enemies under the last vial. 

The effects of the first vial de- 
noted by a nosome and grievous 
sore ufion the men ahich had the 
mark of the beast, and upon 
them which worshipped the image, 
the Author supposes to denote the 
spirit of Atheism, which as the figure 
represents, had long been working 
in the body jolitic, till it pervaded 
Europe, or the whole Homan cart 
and prepared the way for its erty 
tionin the establishment of its at- 
archial principles. Dating the pou 
ing out of the vial, not from the se 
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aly tothe Almighty, but a mre 
prominent display ot those cogita 
mane peduced to practice and mani- 
me to the eves of the world, to 
shat era shall we look, save heey 
memorable 26th of August 1792, 
vhen the denial of a God was for- 
valy established by law, and the 
told project of converting all the 
kingdoms of the cart! 1 into Atheistic- 
a) republics, was triumphantly a- 
vowed by Infidel demagogues, and 
tondly applauded by the populace 
throughout fhe whole great Roman 
cily ? The second vial was pourcd 
cat upon the sea, and it became as 
the blood of a dead man ; and every 
living soul died in the sca. he sea 
wmbolizes a nation ina state of re- 
volution. The frouring out of this 
vial, relates to the dreadful mas- 
seres of revolutionary srance, 
which commenced early in the Sep- 
tember of the year 1792, and con- 
verted that unhappy country into 
onegreat slaughter-house. Zhe third 
angel poured out hts vial upon the 
ners and fountains of waters, 
and they became blood. Riversand 
fiuatains symbolize kingdoms and 
their heads, existing in a state of 
regular and settled government.— 
The regular and settled vovern- 
ments of the fafial Latin empire, 
were now to receive the due reward 
ct their former persecutions of the 
saints, by the inroads of a barbarous 
republican enemy. By a long and 
bloody war, the whole Germanic 
body has been shaken to its centre . 
papal Italy has been overcome and 
pillaged ; Spain reduced to vassal- 
age; the United provinces have 
been first duped into a revolution, 
then plundered and harrassed by 
tie unrelenting tyrants ; and the 
lelvetic Confederacy hasbeen dis- 
“ilved, Future historians will speak 
of this unparalleled war with aston- 
shinent ; but they will not fail to at- 


test. that thes ; 
se heavy udemen 
hye y judgements 


¢ fallen principally upap the riy- | 
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ers and fountains of t¢ fafal Ro- 
man empire. “They have shed the 
blood of saints and prophets, and 
thou hast given them blood todrink 5 
for they are worthy.” Such have 
been the vials of the harvest. 

The fourth angel poured out his 
vial ufion the sun,and proower was 
given unto kim to scorch men with 
.Jive. The sun of a kingdom is the 
t Government of that kingdom ; and 
the sun of an empire, if it be a di- 
vided empire, is the government of 
the most frower/ul state belonging to 
that empire. The prediction de- 
notes that the most powerful state in 
the Roman empire, should exercise 
a systematic military tvranny over 
| a considerable part of that empire. 
France is by many degrees the most 
powerful ; and consequently its gov- 
erament, must inevitably be esteem- 
ed the sun of the system ; and his 
scorching rays are, at this moment, 
felt more or less throughout France, 
Hoiland, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, 
and the west of Germany. This 
sun of military tyranny will proba- 
biy giow with unabated violence te 
the very time of the end; but the 
prophet assures that the effect pro- 
duced by these plagues, will only be 
blasphemy and hardness of heart. 
Those however who have ‘come 
i out” of the mystic Babylon, who 
have ceased to be ** partakers of her 
sins,” and not suffered themselves 
to bea second time deluded by the 
more gross lie of Atheism, will dke- 
wise not be partakere of her flagues. 
Allthke vials of the last woe-trum- 
{ pet, are poured out upon the Pafraé 
and Mohammedan Roman Empire ; 
and though, under the seventh vial, 
“there willbe atime of trouble such 
{as never was since there was a na- 
tion,” yet it is a time of trouble to 
none but the least, the false fire- 
fhet and the congregated kings of 
the earth. 


“ And the jth angel poured out 
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his vial upon the seat of the beast: 
and his kingdom was full cf dark- 
ness, and they gnawed their tongues 
for pain, and blasphemed the God 
of heaven, because of their pains 
and their sores, and repented not of 
their deeds.’ Whenever the dcast 
is sznpily mentioned, dy way of em- 
inence as it were, it will be found 
that the ten horned or secular beast 
ig meant, and not the tivo horned or 
ecclesiastical bcast. Tndeed the for- 
mer only is said to have @ seat, or 
throne, and this is given him by ¢he 
dragon: andif we may argue from 
analogy, the pouring out of a vial 
ufion his seat, sO as to fill his whole 
kingdom with darkness, naturally 
denotes some gricvous calamity 
avhich shall materially affect hts 
power of persecution; since the 
giving him a seat or throne, evi- 
dently means the dzvesting him 
with the same power cf persecu- 
tion, as he exercised in his Pagan 
state. The beast here spoken of is 
the beast under his last head, which 
head is termed by the Apestle the 
beast himself, as has already been 
shewn ; and should the present 
usurper of the throne of France, or 
any successor of his, proclaim him- 
self emperor of the Romans; and 
thus transfer the crown of Char- 
lemagne from Germany to France, 
as it was heretofore transferred from 
France to Germany, he would then, 
like Charlemagne, be the represen- 
tative of the last head of the beast.* 
Under the sixth vial ¢4e waters of 
the river Euphrates, the mystic 
qwaters of the Ottoman Empire, are 
tobe dried up. Tis frower is to be 
subverted by the slow consumption 
of its political strength, and the 
gradual wasting away of its freople, 
saiplllieee 


* Since the Author wrote the 
above, the Carlovingian sovereignty 
Ff Italy has reverted to France. 
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already be 
ings of the 
1S thus to be 


a prelude of which we 
hold. Who are the & 
East for whom a way 
prepared, it is impossible for usnow 
to determine. The most pr. * 

. : * Provable 
conjecture is that the Jews are ai 
luded to. “Vhourh some great e al- 
7 : marj- 
fame power is undoubtediy to tal-n 
the Jead in restoring them, yet it is 
manifest that no maritime tines 
can efiect their complete restoration « 
and that a very large proportion cf 
them, perhaps the greatest Propor- 
ton, 1s scattered in the East. While 
a way IS preparing for the Jin a 
the Last, by the downfall of the ¢). 
toman frower, the diabolical jnfy. 
ence of three unclean spirits will be 
actually, though imperceptibly, en- 
ployed in gathering together the 
kings of the Larth, or fiapal Latin 
empire and the whole Roman world, 
to the battle of the great day of 
God Almighty. From the sources 
whence the impure spirits issue, it 
appears that the beast and the fulse 
firofihet, will then be more closely 
leagued together than ever, and vill 
jointly meditate an expedition 
against the woman aud the remnant 
of her seed, which, as we shall see 
under the next vial, will end in their 
own confusion and utter destruc- 
tion. 

The seventh vial synchronizes 
vith the vintage, because both are 
declared to take place at che end ot 
the 1260 years. “The accountgiven 
of itruns through, the 17, 18, and 
19th chapters of the Apocalypse 
though it is proper to remark ta 
some things in the 17th chap- 
ter, mentioned bv the way, have 4 
firevious accomplishment. It isi 
short a kind of climax, concertins 
the scarlet whore, extending 10m 
the era of the reformation t “i 
final destruction. She was hrs 
made naked, and desolate, by t 
alienation of the Abbey lands in pr’ 
testant countries, and by the™ / 
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her communion. Her very yt 
wag next eaten, by the sale of the 
hurch lands in revolutionary 
mar by the secularization of the 
German ecclesiastical electorates 
and monastic principaliues, al idl by 
thetemporary creation of anatheisti- 
cal republic in her capital, But she 
willnot beutterly burnt weth fire ul 
the time of the end. 

The seventh vial is said to be 
poured out into the air, in allusion to 
the dreadful storms of political 
thunder and lightning which it will 
produce. Three important events 
are comprehended under it. 1. Zhe 
earthguake by which the great city 
is divided into three parts, which 
manifestly signifies some very great 
yevolution by which the Latin [Em- 
pire will be divided into three sov- 
reignties. 2. Whe full of the sfurtt- 
ual Bubylom. described at large in 
the 18th chapter, which relates to 
the same event as the destruction of 
the ttle horn of Daniel’s fourth 
beast. They both equally predict 
the complete subversion of the pa- 
pacy at the end cf the 1°60 years. 
5. Exacily conteniporary with the 
hilof the spiritual Babylon, or the 
udulterous church of Rome, will be 
the overthrow of the secu/ur Paby- 
- or the fen horned Roman beast: 
: power ot both will be broken 
athe same battle of Armageddon. 
This is abundantly manifest from 
the Concurring testimony both of 
Daniel and St. John. He is to be 
destroyed alone wi 
jihet, 

The bat 


th the false pro- 


Author su ¥ of Armagedilon, oi 
wal Pposes to be the same with 
ny Ff trouble such as never 
rm oar there Was a naiioc?, men- 
: ed by Daniel—ihe same likewise 
+ the dreadful slaughter of the 
entiles in the neighborhood of Je- 


Tusal 


em, predicted in suc wee 
such c 
terms b forcible 


be Y Zechariah and Joel, 7 he 
as, who is to take so activ 
Part in this stry le, is t] hs 
i NO Ss , is the same 
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sefrtimo-octave head as that which 
St. John had before identified even 
with the whole beast himself. And 
whether the Infidel king is to be- 
come this head or not, this is certain 
that he will be a principal actor in 
“tho time of troubie,” and *“ shall 
come to his end, and none shall help 
him:;” nor will the contrariety of 
infidelity to popery be an impedi- 
ment to the accomplishment of the 
prophecy, that the beast and the 
false frrophet shall be taken,banded 
in arms tcgether. ‘This union, 
broughtabout by secret, diabolical in- 
stigation, will probably be directed 
either against the Jews now begin- 
ning to be restored ; or the great 
frotestant states ; or lastly against 
both the Jews and Protestants joint- 
ly. Hence it wil! probably be a sort 
of crusace of a‘l the atheistico-pa- 
pal powers, against the Jews, and 
their defenders the Protestants. 
The Auther brings together inta 
one point of view the four prophe- 
cies of St. John, Daniel, Zechariah, 
and Joe}, relative to the awful events 
with which the 1260 years will con- 
clude, to which we refer our readers. 
Rev. xix. 21. Dan. vil. G9—11, 25. 
—27. and xi. 44, 45—-and xii. 1, 
Zech. xii, iii. xiv. Joel ii. iii. From 
these prophecies he concludes that 
Palestine wil be the scene of this 
battle, Si.ce “Zechariah and Joel are 
in these passages treating of the res- 
toration of the Jews, all the matters 
of which they speak, as connected 
with that restoration, must be the 
same as those of which Daniel 
speaks as being similarly connected 
with it. Zechariah fixes in general 
terms the scene of action in Pales- 
time, and in the neighborhood of Je- 
rusalem. Joel likewise fixes the 
scene of action in Palestine, declar- 
ing that the northern army, (which 
from his description, can be no oth- 
er than ‘he army cf the infidel king 
mentioned by Daniel coming by way 





of the nerth) shall be driven back, 
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with itsface toward the easfcrn er 
dead sea, andits hinder part toward 
the uwinitst sea, the western or Med- 

Danicl no less exph- 
citly ailirnis that the infidel king, af- 
ter having planted the tabernacles 
of his palaces betaveen the seas, in 
the glorious hely mountain, shail 
come to his end, none betng. able to 
helphim. And St. John informs us 
that the wine-press shail be trodden 
in a land which exciends 100 fur- 
luncs. Now the length of the region 
betvecen the two seas, Which is des- 


to witness the fall cf Anti- 


~ et cae tk 


WErv aE. 





a line he drawn along the sea shore 
> ae matt ot nae — +" 
from us southern to its northern 
fronuer, ameunts exactly to 1600 


. . , . . | ad . 
veaish Filein or Sladia. 


Not merely the lend, however, is 
poiied out where this great battle 
js to be fought, but even the very 
jlace in Chat land. Joel informs us 
not only that it shali be defeeeen the 
In the 
Jehoshaphat ; and St. John, not only 
that ihe dand extends 1600f/urlongs, 
butting certain filacecf that land 
calied Armageddon The valley 
of Jehovaphat, Uverctore, and Ar- 
mugeddon are the same. Now 
the word Jehoshapiat signifies the 
patement of the Lerd—and the 





Denice a =" 
ew secs, but 


valley of Sehashapihat is indifierentiy 
styied by Joel, the valley of Jehosha- 


’ “s ¥ 


pict, ovthe gudgment of the Lord, 
and the valley of concisten or de- 
struction. This, therefure, is only 
a descriptive not a pfirofier name. 
Armageddon, signifies the destruc- 
tion of Jvdegiddo, and Méegiado isa 
town situated Eetween the two scas, 
in the halftribe of Manasseth ata 
small distance from the shores of 
ihe Mediterraneen. 


it appears, both from Daniel and 
r ° 
#echariah,that the confederacy shall 
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christ amd his congregaied host, if 


valley of 





at the first prove in some measure 





(Oes, 
at least successful in thely attempt; 
the former te “ 


aching us that before 


‘the infidel king shall Come to his 
‘end, he shall have succeeded ji, 


flanting the tabernacles Of his fui 
aces in the glorious holy mountain ; 
and the latter more openly inform. 
ing us that immediately before the 
Lord shall go forth and bght against 
the assembled nations, those nation: 
shall have sacked Jerusalem with 
circumstances of great cruelty, See 
Zech. xiv. Fhe last part of this 
chapter points out ow the over 
throw of the huge host, assembled 
at AMegiddo, will in some measure 
at least be effected. A supernatu. 
ral panic will be sent among them, 
so that they shall madly turn their 
swords against cach other. Yet in 
the midst of his righteous judgments 
God will not forget his darling at- 
tributeof mercy. A third part will 
be spared and become the people of 
God. Zech. xii. 8, 9. 

Itis cbservable that Daniel dates 
the beginning of the restoration ct 


the Jews at the end of the 1250years, 


that he pronounces fim blessed 


‘that waiteth and cometh to a pericd 


73 years later; and that he men- 
tions an intermediate period 30 years 
later than the first, and 45 years be- 
fore the accomplishment of the last, 
without giving the least hint of what 
is to take place at the eraf this di- 
vision. Yhe Author supposes that 
the passage may receive light from 
Zechariah xiie 7— Fhe Lord als 
shall save the tents of Judah frst, 
that the clory of the house of David 
and the glory of the inhabitants 0 
Jerusalem do not magnify then- 
selves against Judah.” He thinks 
itno unnatural supposition that the 
30 years will be devoted to the Te 
toration of Judah ; and the remail- 
ing 45 in bringing back the homs© 
David and the inhabitants of Jur 
salem. 


1308. | 


From the view which the author 


takes of the above mentioned pro- 


phecies, together with others, parti- 
cularly the1Sth and 60th chapters of 
Isaiah, he collects the following peo- 
sitions. Lhe Jews most certainly 
willbe restored. “They will as cer- 
tainly be coi iverted to Christianity. 
‘They will begin to be restored as 
soon as the 1260 years shall have ex- 
vired. They will successively be 
restored in two great divisions. he 
main agent in restoring the first of 
these divisions Will be the prevating 
protestant martiune power of the 
day. Agreat opposition will be nfade 
to this attempt of the marzame fow- 
srby @ confederacy Consisting of ihe 
beast, he fulse-firofihet, and the 
hings of the carth or Latin empire. 
The confederacy, one member of 
which is certainly the atheisticc-fia- 
jal king, having sanctified their 
war by proclamation, will invade 
Palestine, in order to.prevent the re- 
turn of he Jews 3 -and will succeed 
in taking Jerusalem, and in planting 
the tabernacles of their palaces m 
the glorious holy mountain defaeen 
the two seas. Their triumph how- 
ever will be but short, for assembling 
themselves at AZegiddo, they will be 
struck with a preternatural contu- 
sion, and draw every man his sword 
against hisfellow. Zhe confederate 
host will consist of three parts, 
The Latin city will be divided by 
an earthquake into (hree fiurts im- 
mediately previous to these events. 
fwo out of three fiarts of the 
confederacy will be destroyed 
at Megiddo. The third will 
be spared and converted. The 
power of the beast and the false 
prophet will be forever broken. At 
the end of 75 yéars, after the ter- 
mination of the 1260 years, the sea- 
Son of millennian rest will Gom- 
ence, 
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Many of our children may witness 
these events. For ourselves, we 
have only to Inbor through the 
grace of God and the assisiance of 
his Holy Spirit, that we may be pre- 
pared to meet the Lord at his com- 
ing. Death whenscever it shall ar- 
rest cur progress will assurediy be 
the end of the world to each of us? 
and neiths i. = hearty re} proba tion of 
the crueltics and corruptions of Po- 
ery ; nor an inks of the im- 
piaus imposture of Mohammedism: 
nor a detestation of the diabolical 
principles of Antichrist ; are alone 
sufficient to prepare us for the king- 
dom of heaven. We nivst beware, 
lest we have a name that we live 
and are dead. We must be watch- 
ful and strengthen the things which 
remain that are ready to die; lest 
our works be not found perfect be- 
fore God. “ Blessed is hethat read- 
eth, and they that hear the words of 
this prophecy and keep those things 
which are written therein: for tiie 
time is at hand.” 


et I a 


FROM THE LONDON RELIGIOUS 
TRACTS. 


Three Dialocucs between a Min- 
ister and one of his Parishton- 
ers, on the True Princifiles of 
Religion, and Salvation by Je- 
sus Christ. 


DIALOGUE. I. 
M. N* IGHBOR, good-mor- 


row ; I find you have 

been early up, diligently em- 

ployed ; your cattle are fed, and 

people at work. I see thriving 

in the world is a matter very 
near your heart. 

I’. Ay, sir, all this is necessa- 





ry. Meat and clothes must be 
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[Ocr. 
deed are wicked, SWearine 
drunken men: but we are net 
aliso. You know yourself that 
I regularly attend public Wor- 
ship. I never hurt any man ip 
my life, and pay every man his 
due. 

M. And upon this you build 
your hopes of heaven !—Jf this 
be your found ion, I must plain- 


provided ; taxes must be paid ; 
and this requires much care and 
labor. 

M. 1 would by no means dis- 
courage your industry. It is 
your duty to be not slothful in 
business. Lut you know you 
have another calling besides hus- 
bandry : the soul must be ied 
and clothed too. 

P. Doubtless the soul ought 
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to be minded in the first place, 
for that is the chief concern: 
but IL hope I do not neglect my 
soul and the world to come: I 
should be sorry you should think 
me so bad a man : I believe you 
have no reason— 

M. No varticular reason to be 
suspicious of you more than of 
others. But when I| look round, 
and observe the general uncon- 
cern about salvation in which 
men live, I am anxious for my 
fellow-mortals; and wiih res- 
pect to you of this Parish in 
particular, I think mvself obli- 
ged to admonish you of your 
danger, that you may not die 
hefore you have obtained forgive- 

ess of sins throveh faith in 
Jesus Christ, and are made 
meet for an inheritance among: 
them that are sanctified. 

P. Lord, Sir! why should 
you entertain such uncharitabie 
tboughts of us? 

M. Do not abuse the word 
charity : it signifies the same as 
love. Now love does not re- 
quire that we think well of every 
body with or without reason, but 


ly tell you, it v iil leave you hone. 
less in the dev of trial. Let us 
examine it by the word of God. 
“You never hurt aby man.” 
You mean, I suppose, you never 
robbed or murdered any person ; 
Ido not think you have ; but 
still you have committed much 
sin, and done much hurt, not 
only to others, but especially to 
your own soul, by great and 
numberless offences against the 
holy law of God. Nay you 
have broken every one of his 
comman:iments. 

P. Who could give you such 
an account of me? I never com- 
mitted idolatry, murder, adul- 
tery nor theft. 

M. Yes, all of them. Have 
you never loved any worldly 
thing more than Ged and his 
favor; nor feared any thing 
more than his displeasure, so as 
to neglect a known duty rath- 
er than draw upon yoursell some 
temporal evil? This was 4 
breach cf the first command- 
ment. ‘The second commanc- 
ment respects the manner of 
expressing the devotion of the 
heart: and therefore, whatever 


that we wish and intend well to 
every body. If I give myself 
no trouble about you, that is, if 
I were utterly void of charity. 
would you think me a very 
charitable man ? 

P. But I hope you do not 
condemn us all: some of us in- | 


in yaur service has been unbe- 
coming, such as wandering 
thoughts, carelessness; and irre- 
verence, as well as using Image>» 
is a breach of this commant- 
ment : so is also neglect of God's 
service. And here you will oe 
pretend, I suppose, to be no 
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guilty. Co®equently, your at- 
tending public worship in this 
careless, unthinking manner, 
deserves rather to be reckoned 
among your sins, than trusted to 
for justification before God. But 


Dialogues. 





afew minutes ago, in my hear- 
ing, you took the Lord’s name in 
vain, using it needlessly, and 
without an awful sense of his 
Majesty, of whom you spake. 
You have done the same per- 
haps ten thousand times in your 
life. This is a breach of the 
third commandment. Wohen- 
ever you have neglected to at- 
tend God’s worship on the Sab- 
bath, without a necessary hin- 
drance ; suffered worldly tho’ts 
tounfit you for Gad’s service ; 
done worldly business on that 
day, that might have been done 
on another ; and neglected to 
devote the whole to God, by 
reading, hearing, prayer, medi- 
tation, and useful conversation, 
you have profaned the Lord’s 
day. The substance of these 
commands is, * Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart :? but you have come 
short of this, whenever you have 
Not acted to the glory cf God. 
Now what think you of your 
innocence with respect to the 
duties of the first table of the 
commandments ? 

P. I cannot pretend to justify 
myself with respect to God ; 
but lam sure I have done no 
hurt to man. 


M. You would not say so, if 


you understood the spiritual na- 
ture and extent of God’s law, as 
explained by our Lord in his 
sermon on the mount. (Matt. 
Vv.) There you find that wan- 
lonness in the eye or heart is 


esteemed adultery in the sight of 


God; and causeless anger, and, 


$81 


especially injurious Janguage, is 
accounted a degree of murder ; 
and who can acquit himself of 
these { If you take the same 
method to understand the other 
commandments, all parts of 
your behavior that are unsuitable 
to your station, all irreverence 
and rash censure of superiors, 
and all unkind and injurious 
treatment of those beneath you 
will appear breaches of the jifrs 
commandment. All evil-speak- 
ing, and repeating stories inju- 
vious to the character of others, 
contrary tothe ath ; and all 
murmuring and discontent, cn- 
vy and greediness, are sins for- 
bidden by the tenth, 

P, Then it seems there is 
but one commandment against 
which I have not sinned. 

M. Vf you rightly knew your- 
selfand the law of God, you 
would not acquit yourself of that 
neither. Be not offended, I speak 
out of love to your soul. [f 
do not think you a thief or a rob- 
ber: yet, have you never con- 
cealedthe faults of what you 
sold, when you knew that igne- 
rance of these was the very 
thing that induced the person to 
buy ? Nay, have you not often 
recommended your goods in 
such general terms as were not 
consistent with strict truth ? 
Have you not cruelly taken ad- 
vantage of the necessity of a 
needy seller, and beaten down 
his ware much below its real 
value?) These will certainly 
witness against you. 

P. Why, sir, after this rate, 
you condemn all the world — 
According to your account, 
there is nota good man upon 
earth. 

M. Vt is not my account, but 








the scripture account: “ There 
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is none that doth good, no not 
one.” Rom. il. 12. 

P. Tam glad then you do not 
think me worse than my neigh-’ 
bors. I hope [ shall do as well 
as others, for all are sinners. 

AM. Therefore you think you 
need not be greatly troubied, if 
you are so too 5 but hope to pass 
in the crowd. Does not some 
such thought as that lurk at the 
bottom ? But what signify num- 
bers with God, whose all scarch- 
jog eye no man can be concealed 
from, and whose arm none can 
yesist or escape ? Had you lived 
in Sodom, this same thought. 
might have lulled you asleep in 
the prevailing sins, but would 
mot have saved you from the 

streams of fire. 

P. Afterthis rate, you damn 
all the world. | 

M, Damn !—whata word is 
that? It signifies to judge to 
eternal torment, to do which be- 
Jongeth only to the righteous 
Judge. I would with all my 

soul rescue all men from that 
misery, and with that view, I 
now speak plainly and faithfully 
to you, and agreeably to the 
word of God. 

P. Who then can be saved ! 
Not you yourself, Pray, sir, 
did you never sin ? 

AM. Friend, be serious. The 
subject we now are upon ts of 
the utmost importance. Ihave 
sinned as wellas you; I have 
greatly sinned, and my sins have 
aleserved eternal damnation : 
but God hath been pleased to 
awaken me to repentance; he 
‘hath shewn me my danger, and 
stirred me up to fice from the. 
wrath tocome. He hath shewn' 
mealso the way of escaping 
the wages of sin, opened in the 


olessed gospel. The offer of! 
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salvation there matle, | trast | 
have embraced, 4nd obtained 
lorgiveness through faith in Je. 
sus Christ. 

I’. 1 hope I have repented 
too: Tami sure if I offend God, 
Tam sorry for it afterwards. — 
And for fuith—why, we are all 
Christians, I hope: are we 
not ? 

M. If your repentance be sin- 
cere, and your fais lively and 
true, your state is syfe and hap- 
py. Lut many persons deceive 
themselves by a dead faith, and 
imperfect repentance. Are you 
willing to have yours tried ? 

P.T am; for the trial can 
do meno hurt. If I am safe, 
itiswell; if not, [ hope it is 
not too late to amend. 

MI. You say very right— 
First, then, let us examine your 
refientance. Now true repen- 
tance implies a‘sense of sin, is 
odiousness and deformity, a ha- 
tred of it, an actual forsaking 
of it, and a turning to God by 
newness of life. Is your repen- 
tance such as this? 

P.T hope itis. 

M. The wages of sin 1s 
death, eternal death. Do you 
think you deserve this death ? 

P. As much as other men, 
for all are sinners : but God is 
mereifol. / 

M. Vo not talk of other men. 
Do you think that you deserve 
eternal death ? 

P. Vf God should deal with 
me according to strict justice, I 
do: but, as I think God 1s met- 
ciful, so I hope I shall do well 
enough. 

WI fear your notions of Gotl’s 
mercy are such as prevent int 
repentance. You seem to have 
hopes of mercy while you ar 
insensible of your utter misery 





'g08.] 


without it ; to have applied the 
healing balsam, before you ave 
wounded. This is what the 
Almighty styles, « healing the 
wound of his people slightly.” 
Now you seem in this matter to 
have deceived yourself. You 
pever saw yourseli ina state of 
ein and death ; you never saw 
sin odious ; you were never 
greatly afraid of perishing, or 
convinced that there was no help, 
or strength in yourself: there- 
fore you never fled to him who 
js a refuge “from the storm.” 
And, if you have never fled 
thus to Christ, as helpless and 
andone without him, it is plain 
that you are still without any 
saving interest in him. See 
how it was: with those converts 
mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apostles ; St. Peter’s hearers 
were “ pricked to their hearts, 
and said, men and brethren,what 
shall we do!” The jailor came 


trembling, through a sense of} 


his miserable condition, before 
he was baptized, and received 
forgiveness of sins. St. Paul 
was struck to the ground. 

P, All these were infidels. 
f was baptrzed in my infancy, 
and bred up to know good things 
and always belteved. 

AT. God does not deal with all 
exactly in the same way. But 
take heed you do not depend too 
much upon cutward privileges. 
Search your heart and life. 
Have you not lived for a long 
time together as without God in 
the world ? Instead of renounc- 
ing the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, have you not followed the 
world in judging of things ac- 
cording to the opinions of men. 
ih opposition to the word of 
God? Have you not in many 


things conformed to its customs | 
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contrary to the commands of 


God ? Have you not frequently 
obeyed your carnal lusts and in- 
clinations, so as to violate the 
pure law of God, if not by actu- 
al offences, yet by indulging evil 
thoughts, and living inlesser sins 
Without concern ? And has not 
the devil been for a considerable 
time your master, leading you 
to offend God by profaning his 
holy name and holy day; and 
that for the sake of such trifline 
pleasure as plainly argues his 
dominion over you? And have 
you not continued still in these 
things with little or no concern, 
heping, notwithstanding, that 
all would be well ? Nav, is this 
not still in some measure your 
case?—I see you acknowledge it 
is. It is plain then there is a 
necessity of turning to God, and 
beginning all anew. 

P. How must I begin anew 

M. By acknowledging that by 
your departure from God you 
have brought yourself into « 
state of sin and misery ; estran- 
ged from God, inclined to evil, 
and therefore at enmity with 
God in your heart; and that 
for these things yeu deserve his. 
wrath, and stand on the brink of 
ruin, covered with guilt. 

P. 1 am. wiiling to forsake ali 
sin, turn to God, and do better. 

M. These are good resolu- 
tions, but they do not seem to 
proceed from aright principle. 
You would forsake sin, and do 
better, I see with some sccrct 
dependence upon your amend- 
ment and doings, that these will 


fit you for acceptance, and gain, 


you an interest in Christ: but 
this is a legal spirit of self-de- 
pendence, a * going about to es- 


tablish your own rightcousness.”” 


When I see you acknowledgs 
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yourself sinful, vile and base, and 
like Job, abhorring yourself ; 
when I see you sensible that you 
ure unworthy of the lcast mercy, 
and unable of yourself to do any 
good thing ; when I see you re- 
nouncing your best deeds as de- 
filed by sin, casting yourself be- 
fore God as lost and helpless ; 
having no hope in yoursei!, but 
supported only by the promise 
of salvation made in Jesus 
Christ; when this is, not only 
the language of the tongue, but 
these convictions are deeply 1m- 
pressed on the heart—then | 
shall think a real work of grace 
is begun in your soul. 

P. Why, this isudvising me to 
despair ! 

M. Indeed I would have you 
despair of all help from = your- 
self, on account of any thing 
you have done, orcan do; ior 
till then, you will not sufficiently 
value Jesus Christ, or fly to him 
as your only Saviour, * who 
came to preach deliverance to 
the capuves, and to bind up the 
broken-hearted. 

P.1 believe all this may be 
necessary to a notorious sinner, 
or a heathen: but I have lived 
in some fear of God, attended at 
church, and always believed. 

AM. 1 doubt you never believed 
at all, properly speaking : but 
of this I will talk more with you 
another time. At present, it is 
piain your repentance has not 
been real. You never saw and 
felt your danger ; consequently 
could never be so desirous of 
escaping it as is necessary. You 
always flattered yourself with 
some hopes that your state was 
safe, or certainly would be, 
when you lived a little better ; 
Which was, at bottom depend- 


(Ocr, 


ing on yourself. With respect 
to the other branches of repent. 
re such as forsaking sin, it is 
evider 5 

lived elie ia ai 
are ; era In some 
habitual sins ; and as to turning 
to God, you were never sensi. 
ble, that you were turned from 
him. 

Indeed (though you seem not 
to know it) the ruling principle 
in you, and every natural man, 
Is a principle of sin and corrup. 
tion. Instead of Seching to 
please God, you have all 
along been seeking to please 
yourself; to gratify corrupt 
nature, by sensual delights, 
riches, worldiy esteem, ease, or 
the ike. This hath been the 
acting principle of your whole 
conduct, instead of obeying that 
command, * Do all to the glory 
of God.” Nay, if you search 
narrowly, you wiil find in vour 
heart an enmity against God. 
For sosaith the Apostle, Rom. 
vill. 7.“ The carnal mind” 
(and such is every man’s by na- 
ture) “is enmify against God.” 
And this enmity shews itself in 
opposing God’s will, by doing 
what he hath forbidden, and 
leaving undone what he hath 
commanded ; and also in flying 
from God as vour enemy, and 
endeavouring to hide yourse: 
from him Jike Adam. Fave 
you not passed days and weeks 
without one serious thought ol 
God, though you were all the 
time receiving mercies at his 
hand? Have you not banished 
and suppressed such thoughts 
when they have arisen In you! 


serious thoughts of God - 
eternity, as enemies [0 you 





‘einen and drowned them 


mind ? Have you not fled from. 
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worldly cares, Vain coversation, 
and idle amusements? Have 
you_ not thus fled from God? 
You know you have. Suffer me 
to be plain with you ; hitherto 
you have gone wrong, and have 
heen sasonaible of your danger, 
deceived yourself, and spoken 
peace to your wer when there 
was no peace. 
what you have nie from me, 


read your bible, on Lgenal 


a sense of your rea - state, pe a 
Hight judgment 12 all things, 
DIALOGUE LH. 

AL. Twas in hopes 
you betore sty netehbor, that 
we might have an opportunity 
of talking auihaes again on the 
sime Important subject. 

P. Indeed, Sir, if I may make 
sobold. I must say I did not 
like what you said so weil as to 
desire to hear any more of it. 
And T mgr not have come to 
you now, had it not been for 
something [ heard in your ser- 
mon veste i : 

M.1 like your honest plain- 
ness very- well, net¢@hbor. But 
In what was it that I | oifended 
you? 

P. T thought you bore too 
hard upon me, and I was afraid 
you wouid make me nm danchely. 

Af Do not you think that 
What IL said proceeded from love 
to your seul? 

P.T really believe it did. 

M. Do you think I said any 
things that was not true £ 


P. I did think so then. You 


seemed to judge too hardly of 


vith 
But Lam 


me, and to put me ona level \ 
the worst of men. 


how convinced that what you land decent 


Said was all true. 


id, What has produced thas abd me. 


change of your sentiments ? 


Vox. 2 No. iQ, 
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P. Your yesterday’s sermon 
about the day of judgment. I 
have been very uneasy ever 
since I heard it. For I am 
ereatly afraid, that, if the day of 
judgment was now come, it 
would find me unprepared. And 
then—the Lord have mercy 
upon my poor. soul ! 

M. it would be too late then 
to cry and hope for mercy. But 
whet was it particularly that 
made you form such a judgment 
of you ivself ? 

??. You shewed us from the 
25th chepter of St. Matthew, 
that jedement begins with a 
separation of the godly from 


the wicked; and that this was 


owing to a separation made in 
the present life, when the right- 
eous Were taken from among 
tire 


wicked, by leaving the works 
and company of the ungodly. 
[ was not sensible of any such 


wes 


Pchanee in me, and I am there- 


fore afraid Iam stillin the state 
of sia, in which vou told us all 
men are by nature. 

JW. You have great reason to 
be afraid. I told you that 
those only would be esteemed 
righteous on that day, who had 
fed to the Lord Jesus for right- 


lceousness to justify them ; had 
i been made 


holy by the Spirit 
of God, creating in them a new 
heart ; and had evidenced this 
change by a holy conversation 
‘through the remaining part of 
their life, how many or great 
soever their sins had been: and 
that the wicked were those that 
had lived and died without faith 
in Christ, and the indwelling of 
| God’s Spirit, however orderly 
their conduct was. 
that it was that terri- 
Yo ou told us that the 
ight, man had commit- 
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ted sins enough to condemn 
him, it. he died without an in- 
terest in Christ, and without 
being accepted as righteous thro’ 
him. But if this mercy and 
acceptance through Jesus Christ 
were obtained before death, no 
man’s sins would be remember- 
ed against him on that day. And 
to prove this, you: shewed us, 
that in the proceedings of the 
last day, as related by St. Mat- 
thew, no sins of the righteous 
are mentioned by the Judge, nor 
any good deeds of the wicked, 
M. Vhe wicked, that they 
wlio live and die without an 
humbling sense of their natural 
corruption and actual sins, so as 
never by faith to fly tor refuge 
to God’s mercy in Christ, have, 
properly speaking,no good works 


. 
7; 


A394 


io be mentioned; for all they | 
do is trom a wrong principle, | 


either for selfish and worldly 
ends, or in order to gain an inter- 
est in Christ,and pardon of their 
sins on account of — their 
doings; which 1s secking sal- 
vation by the law of works. On 
this account, thelr works are not 
regarded, belng not done in 
faith, nor proceeding from a 
principle of love, Which pvrinci- 
ple none can have, ull they are 
ene with Christ, who is the 
frue vine, and beiievers are the 
oranches, deriving life from him ; 
(Join xv.) without whom we 
can do nothing acceptable in 
God’s sight. Onthe other hand, 
the righteous, being themselves 
accepted through Christ, their 
sins are not mentioned, because 
lone belore, forgiven and blotted 
out, and their imperfect ser- 
vices being accepted through 
Jesus their High Priest, who 
Bears the iniquity of their holy 
things, receive at the hands of 
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the bountiful Judge a rewar 
grace. So, what principal 
tinguishes the godly man from 
the ungodly is, that the one is 
accepted as richteous, and has 
cbtained forgiveness through 
Christ, or according tothe newor 
gospel covenant ; the other, ne- 
ver being fully sensible of his 
sinful, lost state, applies not for 
the mercy represented in the 
Gospel, and so at the day of 
judgment will stand on the foun- 
dation of the old covenant, or 
law of works, which requires 


d of 
Y dis- 


perfect obedience : consequently 


he is without a Mediator, and 
without forgiveness, and there- 
fore must be condemned. 


PP, But then, why are works 
mentioned at all on: that day, as 
we find they are ? 


MM. I gave you two reasons 
for this: #irst, Because though 
they are not the ground of any 
man’s acceptance, yet they shew 
a4 man to be in a justified state ; 
for we cannot bear the fruit of 


holines,. unless we are in Christ, 


and adide in him. And they 
who donot act righteously de- 


ceive themselves, if they think 


themselves righteous: so that 
eood works serve to dstinguish 
believers and unbelievers. &e 
condly, Because the different de- 
erees of faithfulness make 4 
difference between te godly 
themselves, so that God is plea- 
sed graciously to: confer upon 
them difierent degrees of glory- 
‘That any man is at all saved I$ 
owing to his faith in the Re- 
deemer: his degree of glory Is 
proportioned to his fruitfulness 
and diligence in the vineyard. 


1 
P. Thave always thought ~ 
we Christians were all believers 


one as much as another: 4 
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that, at the day of judgement, 
they would be reckoned godly 
that lived orderly and upright, 


among whom I reckoned myself, 


and all that were better than I: 
and that the profane and ungod- 
ly, and ail that were sec retly 
wicked and ill-des ishing would 
be condemned. Indeed I had 
always some fear that I was not 


good enough; Y did not know’ 


how great a number would be 


acknowledged righteous, but I. 


thought I stood a better chance 


than many, cr most that 1 knew. : 


M. You did not learn this 
from the word of God. But 
what think you now ? 


d 


?. 1 see that all depends upon 


my obtaining, while on earth, 
mercy and forgiveness of all 
that is past ; and that, not on ac- 
count of any thing done by me, 


butthrough faithin Jesus Christ. | 


But what that faz‘h is, I know 
not: this I know, that I have 
been all along out of the way. 


M. Indeed I think you have, | 


and it is high time for you to 
awake, and to seek the Lord in 
earnest; lest he cut you off in the 


midst of your sins, and appoint 
your portion where is weeping 


and wailing and gnashing " 


teeth. 

P. Pray, Sir, tell me what 1 
must do to be saved ? 

M. What think you of your | 
past life ? 


P.I see that I have been. 


daily offending God, by break- 
ing his commandments, and 
pleasing myself, not him ; and 
that now I stand under the guilt 
of thousands of sins, the Icast 
of which were enough to con- 
demn me, if I had done nothing 
else. 


M. And what do you intend 
to do ? 








Dialogues. 887 


P. I will do better, I will strive 
against sin, I will pray. 

M. But all these duties, you 
say, have been heretofore mixed 
with sin ; how then doyou hope 
they will make you accepted 
now ¢ £ Or could you do these 
things ever so well, ali is your 
necessary bounden duty: the 
good deeds you may do, cannot 
make amends for past offences. 
On all these accounts, “by the 
deeds of the law shall no man 
living be justified.” 

PP. 1 see no way—tll ever 
there was a lost soul, lam he 
— What shall I do? 

M. “ Believe on the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved. (Acts xvi. 31.) Thisis 
the work of God, that ye be- 
lieve in him whom he hath sent; 
(John vi. 29.) And by him all 
that believe are justified from all 
things.” (Acts xill. 39.) Come 
naked, sinful, and helpiess as 
you are, to God through Christ 
for mercy. “ He is able tosave 
to the uttermost all those that 
come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them.” (Heb. vil. 25.) 
He can wash you from the guilt 
of all your sins, destroy the pow- 
er and dominion of sin in you, 
“sanctify you thoroughly in 
body, soul, and spirit,” and, 
“present you to the Father 
] without spot or blemish.” 

P. [have no manner of doubt 
of Christ’s power to save, for he 
is the Son of God ; but I fear 
I am not a fit person to be saved. 

M. In order to determine that, 
look into your bible. There is 
this declaration made: “ Christ 
Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners.” (1 Tim. i. 15.) 
Now what think you? Are you 
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mi aa of the number he came to save, | fail, let this Le the language of 
Bee — ‘a NeSe C 
‘ bel d or are you not ? your heart and life, as Wel] a: i 
aS De ; . a , weil ao Of 
Saat, #. But he will not, he coes | the tongue. Not that, afer a 
r ah ‘Paw P , e - . Fe AQ Alas 
hi, fe not save add sinners. any diligence or strength of 
ae . Ba} 4 a he! e . . —" ig 5 Ji 
ge i M. Vhat is, because they will | yours Is the thing which will 
Bit a Wey . : oe a ° 2G 
sie Ae not come to him to be saved. | gain acceptance ; but when faith 
A iy Of this he complains, [John v. | 1s ¢rue, Gively, and saving, it will 
40.) “ Ye will not come to me | be attended by these and the like 
that ye may have life.” works. 


P. But 1 find certain condi- 
tions mentioned, necessary to 
qualify men, which [ fear L have 
not.—Itis said, *% Repent, and 
believe the Gospel ;” and, * he 
that believeth, and is baptized, 
shall be saved.” 

AM. If you are weary with the 
burden of sin, lothe it, and ear- 
nestly desired to be saved from 
the guilt and pollution of it—a 
true repentance is begun in you. 
And if for this purpose, you ap- 
ply unto Christ as held forth in 
the gospel, this is the faith that 
saveth. Come unto Christ, out 
of his fulness to receive the in- 
ward and spiritual grace, a death 
unto sin,and a new birth unto 
righteousness ; for he alone 
Can give it. 

P, \t is said, “ Many shall 
seck to enter in, and shall not be 
able ;” and * not every one that 
saith unto md, Lord! Lord! 
shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” This makes me fear 
and keep at a distance. 

M. To whom then do you in- 
tend to go? 

P. IT know not, for there 1s no 
other name under heaven where- 
by one may be saved. 

M, Then apply to Christ; to 
escape the wages of sin, the 
curse of the law, and the wrath 
of God, fly to him for pardon 
and peace, grace and glory. 
And if seeking to enter into the 
kingdom be not enough, sérive. 


if many that say, Lord / Lord ! 
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/. This is what I fear, tha: 
my taithis pot true faith. 

AL. Vf your faith be true faith, 
you will bave confidence in noth- 
inx in yourself, no works or 
strength of your own ; but vou 
will rest solely in God’s promise 
of mercy made in Christ. A 
true faith willalso in some de- 
gree, be “ively, shewing itscif 
in a zeal for God and godliness, 
and a steady warfare against sin. 
Aud this will be also saving ; you 
will be thereby saved not only 
from the guilt, but from the 
power of sin, and the dominion 
of your lusts; and this will give 
you agood hope and expecta- 
tion, and by degrees a firm per- 
suasion, of being saved from 
wrath in the great day of the 
Lord Jesus. 

P.1 cannot find T have this 
faith ; therefore dare not be- 
lieve that God will forgive and 
reccive me. . 

M. ‘Then come unto Chist 
embrace and depend on God's 
promises in him, that your falth 
may grow up to this. For this 
faith iiself is * of the operation 
of the Spirit of God,” aud 
therefore to be sought of "a 
by praver, through the mecia- 
tion of Jesus Christ. 

P. 1. dare not thus embrace 
the promises, come 10s and ard 
pend on, Christ ; for Tam utters 
ly unworthy of the least mercy: 

M. When do you thins you 
shall make yourself wertsy 
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P. Never. 

M.'Yhen come to him just as 
vou are, tc be mace worthy. 

PP. May i date thus to COME 
to Ch rist, and depend upon him 
y salvation ¢ 

i Do not depend upon my 
word, but hear tie word ot Gad. 
He invites youto come: * Ho 
every one that thirsteth, come 
ve to the Waters.” (Isa. lv. i.) 
He commands you to come: 
«This is his commandment, 
that we should believe on the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ.” 
(1 John ui. 23.) 
receive those that come: “Flim 
that cometh unto me [ willin no 
wise cast out.” (John iv. 37.) 
le threatens, UW youdo not come: 
« He that believeth not shali be 
— (Mark xvi. 16.) 

. But to whom are these 
W vied addressed ? 

M. To you, to me, and to ev- 
ery one that hears them : 
“Preach tke gospel to every 
creature.” (Mark. xvi. 15.) 
"hey are addressed to those in 


particular that see their want of 


salvation, because they alone 
will receive them. “ Come 


unto me, all ye that labor and 
ave heavy-laden, and Twill O1VE 


(Mat. xi P, . 28.) 


These arguments from 
scripture stop my mouth. But 


stil I cannot believe Christ will 
receive such a sinner as I am. 
AM. This is what I said before. 
Faith is not of man, but the gilt 
of God, wrought by the Spirit 
in them that hear the gospel. 
therefore seck this and every 
other grace of Godby prayer in 
the name of Jesus. And to en- 
courage you to pray and hope, 
° Lis les that God gave Christ 
or this very purpose, to save sii- 


a : for this he came into the 
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world ; 
resvyt 
Ww [hy 


for this, he labored, 
and bled; for this he 
relens and iniercedes in heaven. 
lic is so far from, being unwil- 
ling to save, that he is offended 
With these who will not come to 
him to be saved. When he was 
upon earth, he wept over Jeru- 
salem on this account. 

. I Know not what to say. 

M. What doyou intend to do? 

/’,Y am ereatly afraid T shall 
never be saved. But I know 
there is no other way but God’s 
Therefore 
I will seek it as lone as I live, 
and if T perish. it shall be at the 
foot of Christ’s cross, calling for 
mercy. 

AJ. Continue this resolution, 
and all the precious promises of 
the gospei are yours. But take 
heed that you do not sufferthese 
impressions to wear away, or to 
settic ln a false peace. Do not 
seck rest any where but in 
Christ. Beware lest worldly 
cares or pleasures divert your 
attention from the things of God, 
and lest sin grieve the Holy 
Spirit. Remember it is said, 
* Ifa man draw back, my soul 
shall have no pleasure in him.” 

| Po be conunued.] 
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The great difficulty of Christiani- 
zing uncivilized ficofile illustra- 
ted. 

FROM THE PERIODICALACCOUNT 
OF THE UNITED BRETHREN. 
from  Serepta, near Astra- 
can.* Extract. of brother 
Valen. Wendling’s report of 
a school begun with the chil- 
dren of the German colonists 


a 


* In Asiatic Russia. 
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employed in the settlement ; 
and otf his endeavors to in- 
truct some Kalmuc children 
at Serepta. 


HAVING in 1800, been ap- 
pointed by the elders of the 
Brethrens’ congregation atScrep- 
ta, to undertake the instruction 
of the children belonging to the 
Germin colonists, who were em- 


ployed as servants in our settle- | 


ment, and my situation afford- 

ing me an opportunity of doing 

it without expense to the settle- 

ment, I began to keep school 

with about ten children, of from | 
five to eleven years old, and gave 

them two hour’s instruction eve- 

ry day. 

It pleased the Lord to laya 
special blessing upon my labors, 
and I had the great satisfaction 
to perceive, that they not only 
gained improvement by learning 
to read, &c. but grew in the love 
and knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
as their Saviour. ‘Two of them 
departed out of this world, re- 
joicing in Him, and expressing 
their sense of his love and mer- | 
cy, in the most fervent thanks- 
givings. 

By means of this school, an 
opportunity was afforded me of 
doing something in behalf of the 
poor Kalmuc children, whose. 
parents are generally hovering 
about our neighborhood. <A 
Kalmuc boy, called Makush, 
step-sonto a Kalmuc prince, had 
been sent hither by his father to 
learn the German languace.— 
He was first committed to the 
care of brother Loos, who taught 
him to spell ; and January 15th, 
1801, sent to my school tor far-| 
‘ther instruction. 

Although at first he appeared 
very ignorant, yet by degrees, I 
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perceived some traces of th 
labor of the Holy Spirit in hic 
heart. He had learnt several 
verses, and told me, * that When 
he lay down to steep at hight, he 
was accustomed to repeat them 
in prayer, But once he began 
to doubt, whether what was con- 
tained in them were true, upon 
which he leftoff praying. How- 
ever, It occurred to his mind, 
that he had not faith, and yet he 
knew, that Ae that believc'h not, 
Shall be dainned. He therefore 
prayed the Lord to forgive him 
that sin of unbelief.” 
‘Towards the end of 1899, 
several other Kalmuc children 
arrived here, who expressed a 
desire to learn German. They 
were from ten to fourteen years 
of age; their parents live in the 
Vicinity of Serepta, and obtain 
a livelihood in the place, where 
likewise the bigger boys get 
work and earn something. As 
I can converse with them by 
means of Makush, who serves 
as interpreter, I was willing to 
admit them into the schoo!. At 
Christmas, I asked them if they 
knew what festival we now cele- 
brated ? They replied, that it 
was the same as their new yeat’s 
festival. I informed them, that 
the great God, who had created 
all things, had become man, and 
that the festival we now cele- 
brated, was that of his holy in- 
carnation. One of the boys an- 
swered, that there were many 
gods who had created all things, 
and that every mai had his own 
creator. I informed them, that 
there was but one God, who had 
created all things, and ail men 
and that mankind had_ sinned 
arainst him ; in consequence 0 
which, they deserved to be eter 
nally punished, and were cve? 
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now under the power of the 
jevil. But that Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, out of compas- 
sion for them, took the resolu- 
jon to be manifest, in the flesh, 
and himself to suffer the punish- 
ment which they had deserved, 


to deliver them from the power | 


of sin and death. : 

Being asked by one of them, 
whether our Saviour had been 
horn in some great prince’s 
house, I gave them a concise 
account of his birth and life upon 
earth ; and added, that he would 
once come again, to receive all 
those, Who belteve in him, unto 
himself in heaven ; but that, on 
the other hand, those who had 
not believed in him, but rejected 
his invitation, would have to 
suffer the punishment which 
they had themselves deserved. 
When I asked them, if they 
could believe all this ? they re- 
plied : “ It may be true, but we 
know little of that great God ; 
we therefore wish to learn Ger- 
man, that we may hear more 
about him.” I told them to 
come diligently to school, where 
it would be a pleasure to me to 
instruct them, and to tell them 
more about the true God. But 
soon perceived, that as they 
Were In their whole manners 
given to be very unsteady, they 
Were the same, as to their at- 
tendance at. school. They are 
obliged to embrace every oppor- 
tunity to earn their bread, and 
cannot therefore attend regular- 
ly during school hours ; and for 
that reason at last they discon- 
inued all attendance. I knew 
at first no other way but to de- 
sire Makush to call and invite 
them to come, when F saw them 
at leisure, or running about the 
Place. Upon this they came 





Religious Intelligence. 


as 





BAe | 


more frequently, and whenever 
they had spelt a little, I. related 
to them something of the life 
of our Saviour, Makush being 
interpreter. Itwas evident, from 
their questions and remarks, 
that they paid attention. They 
asked, for instance, whether out 
Saviour had also suffered for their 
sins, and when I told them that 
he had, and that if they prayed 
to him, he would give them an 
assurance 1n their hearts, and 
forgive them their sins, they re- 
plied, “ that their eyes were now 
so darkened by sin, that they 
could not see him.” I explained 
tothem, that although we can- 
not see him with our bodily 
eyes, yet we may pray to him, 
because he is present every 
where. Hereupon they prom- 
ised, that they would pray for 
grace to know him. 

Sometimes I perceived, that 
they did not understand what I 
said ; as for imstance, when I 
once spoke to them about our 
Saviour’s sufferings, one of them 
feplied ; “ What sort of a God 


is this, that he suffers himself to 


be tormented, and does not de- 
liver himself?” I replied, that 
Jesus had submitted to these 
sufferings willingly forus. Up- 
on being asked, whether they 
believed that they were sinners ? 
the same boy said: “If we did 
but know what sin is, we would 
notcommit sin.” I answered, 
that the Holy Spirit would ex 
plain to them the nature of sin, 
but that mean while they should 
pray to him to forgive their un- 
known sins. 

More pleasing were the ex- 
pressions of Makush : Having 
once at school, learnt a verse 
treating of faith, andthe neces- 


sity of obtaining it, he said, “that 
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he had prayed the day before to 
our Saviour, that he would give | 
him this faith, and the blessings 
connected therewith ; upon 
which, one petition alter another 
occured to his mind, and he had 
scarcely been able to give over 
praying.’ 

Towards the end of F 
1803, when the 
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Kalmues cele- | 


brate their spring-festival, thts | 


boy went o a visit tohis mother. 
When he returned. and was esk- 
ed. how be had fared, he inform- 
edus, “that he his-road ; 
upon which he cricd and pray- 
ed toour Saviour, that he would 
bring him upon the right road. 
Having soon 


lost 


found it egein, he 
greatly reisiced, and thankec 
God fer bis assistance.” 

Soon after we read, at school, 
the history of our Saviour’s 
temptations, which gave Makush 
occasion to make the following 
useful observation. He related, 
that on the following day, he 
thought he had no need to attend 
the preaching, as brother Loos 
was net at home, and nobody 
would desire him to attend ; 
and should his schooloaster 
make inquiry, he would say, 
that brother Loos had givea him 
some work to do. But he im- 
mediately recollected, that this 
thought was from the devil, and 
prayed to our Saviour to take it 
away from him. Now,” said 
he, “I felt pleasure in going to 
the preaching ; and as similar 
temptations were mentioned in 
it, I was so much the more 
pieased, that | had not followed 
my evil thoughts.” 

I once asked him, whetberhe 
thought, that our Saviour ap- 
proved of it, if we prayed for 
our fellow-men? he sailed 
“I have often prayed to our 


‘school, and during their Tei: 
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Saviour, to lead MY Mother 
relations hither, that they also 
might have an Opportunity to 
hear how ~~ may be saved ; 
or that He would send somebody 
to them, to bring them this 
news,” 

I had often wished, that some 
of the Kalmue boys, mizht he 
constantly employed in- this 
nhuce, to give then an opportu. 
nity of coming 


and 


recularly {9 


sure 
time, tobe under proper insnec. 
tion. I began also to think [ 
had obtamed my wish, as seve- 
ral brethren were found willing 
to empley them In this plac 
to O1VE them an oOpport ui! y of 
conung rerularly to school, and 
during their Icisure time, to be 
under proper inspection. — Dut 
the dullness ot these boys in 
learnine was the reason, se 
this regulation was not effectual 
as they frequentiv, under one 
pretence or another, stayed 2 
Way 3 in consequence of which, 
we were obliged to be contented, 
if some of them obly occa- 
sionally attended. One of these 
boys, hamed Phurmarsie, bein 
noticed for his attention, and 
asked, why alter long absence, 
he had returned, answered, that 
he had indeed thought, as many 
others did, that what he heard 
here were lies 5 but that these 
thoughts disturbed his » in hits 
sleep, and he had often percciv- 
ed something in his sheart, which 
constrained him to come back. 
Several children once asked 
me, “ whether the Germans and 
Kalmucs would live together 
heaven ?” I asked them in ree 
turn, whether they believed that 
Lloved them ¢ as they answered 
me in the affirmative, 1 conilil- 


ued: *“ When our Saviour has 
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forgiven us our Sins, and taken | 
us all into heaven, will you not 
love me there, anc ali the breth- 
yen who live here?” To which 
they Teplicd: “ Yes, surely ; 
and then we shall say, this is our 
teacher, Who told us how we 
mizhtbe saved.” Thus, attimes, 
there appears a ray of hope, a: 
if the gospel would, tn time to 
come, find entrance among this 

ation. 1 had also an opportunity 
to speak afew words concerning 
our Saviour and the way of life, 
to several adults, but these had 
always many objections to make. 
For instance ; having once re- 
Jated to one of them, the history 
of the fall of man, and of his re- 
demption through the death of 
Jesus, he replied: “ We have 
much of what you have told me 
inour doctrines ; but we do not 
know as much as our Gellongs, 
(priests) ; these, therefore, are 
obliged to pray for us.” 


Letter from the Rev. Robert Mor- 
rison to Nobert Nalsion, sq. 
dated Canton, (China,) February 
104, 1208. 


BEAR SIR, 
SINCE I wrote to you by 


Mr. Latimer, I have, by the 
Lord’s good hand upon me, been 
pursuing the study of the Chi- 
hese language. I applicd rather 
too closely, which affected my 
heaith,to preserve which I slack- 
ened in some degree my exer- 
tions. The person who assisted 
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me regularly has, during the 
latt month, on that accourt,| 
ceased to call upon me. 

No person has as yet suid any 
thing against my continuance, 
aad Thope will not. When tbe 

Vou. I, No, 10. 
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Lord’s time comes, (O that it 
may be now come) a great door 
and effectual will be opened for 
introdueing irto this immense 
empire the glorious gospel. 

My expenditure is in this 
country very considerable, which 
has beena source ef some un- 
easiness to me. 

Lendeavour to speak to my 
domestics of the true God and 
of Jesus Christ. There are 
three or four to whom I com- 
municate some instruction inthe 
English language, with a view 
of blending with it divine truth. 

During the last fortnight, the 

hinese have heen given up en- 
tirely to visiting each other, 
feasting, &c. in consequence of 
the new year, which with them 
commenced on the 28th of Jan- 
usty. At one o’clock of the 
morning, they began to make 
the suburbs resound with the 
noise of crackers, the striking 
of bells and drums, &c. I rose at 
two and went to the temple ot 
Pak-ti Poo-saat, where were 
crowds of worshippers, keeping 
the flame on the altar incessant- 
ly blazing, with the gilt paper 
which they were throwihg upon 
it ; burning candles and match- 
es of sandal wood, &c. When 
they knelt before the idol at their 
individual devouons, (for they 
have no social worship) they al- 
most tred on each other, the 
temple was so crowded. Not 
only in their temples, which are 
numérous, but also in the cor- 
ner of the streets they were 
bowing before their dumb idols. 

O, that they were turned from 
them to the living God! Pray, 


‘my brother, that it may soon be, 


and ‘at he who now addresses 
you, may in some small degree 
be assisting therein. 
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I am, in the faith of our Lerd 
and Saviour, yours afreclionate- 
hy, 


ROBERT SMORRISSON. 


SOUT AFRICA. 


Zi Seilowing é12! terestinie frarticu- 
lars of a misiicn to the Nama- 
guas are exivacied Jroma kc lters 

quritte by Mi. Ci echt, dated 

Ca; Zp?e of Gacd hifi it’s May 15, 
1806, addressed ta the . Ltrevtors 
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aud caked this spot Pie Happy 
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Here we have employed out 
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the country is very dry and the 
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and never without thunder ; jy: 
in conse 
ihe ee gee : er 
¢ olerably 
good pasture. ‘The inhabitants 
in general are obliged to live ep. 
tirely without bread, the country 
being unfit for the production of 
corn. = We have, however, 9 
kitchen garden and corn-fields, 
which, if successful, will afford 
subsistence both for ourselyes 
and lor the congreation. 

We have a favorable pros- 
pect of success; for, we trust, 
all the chiefs will receive the 
word of God ; and we hope, in 
process of time, to proceed far- 
ther into the country. The 
number of heathen who come 
to us Increases conunually ; and, 
}to our great joy, about half of 
those who are with us under- 
stand the Duich | lanctace. 

Brother Sydentaden has visit 
eda Namaquakrall ; the chief of 
which is called Choebap, Bro- 
ther S. mvited bim, with his 
people, to hear the word, as he 
had before heard something of 
it, In answer, lie expressed 
ims ollows :—= That 
werd is too great to be neglect 
fed! ail the chiefs int the Nama- 
na country ou; rht to listen to it! 
fere, under this tree, they 
\ 
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that Satan was also at work. A 
Llottentot, c called 4 Absalom, W ho 
came from the Snow Mountulns, 
deceives the 3 gnorant heeothe: 


by many juggling tricks, so that 


“id procures nany follow: 4 
This man, perceiving that he 
would lose all his credit and in- 


fluence, if the gospel should be 
received, advised them not to 
_ to brother 5.35 and, even 
in his presence declared, that ail 
he people who came from Eu- 
rope, or from Cape ‘Town, were 
eveat rascals. “Phus he caused 
slmost the whele kraal to hate 
the word ot God ; aig hrothe 
S. was In great danger of being 
murdered by them : hn he was 
dient and did not contradict Ab- 
silom. The next dav, however, 
vhen they were a littl compos- 
ed, brother S. spoke earnestly to 
them; and told them what a 
ereat sin Absalom had commit- 
ed: in consequence of which 
he trembled, and denicd every 


word he had said. Now he was. 


afraid, “ his turn, 2 being kil- 
led; but as brother §. spoke it 
his hehalf he promised never to 
speak any more against the word 
of God. 

When brother S. left this 
nfaal, he asked the chief, wheth- 
rhe was still inclined to hear 
the word of God; which he 
answered in the afhrmative ; 
and added, I will come myself 
to the Hap; oy Deliverance, and 
see W hether the Gsrlam Hotten- 
iots (i. e. those Wiio served the 
Christians ; and were therefore 
looked upon as more civilized) 
have accepted the word of God : 
if that be the case, I shall en- 
deavour to persuade all the 
chiefs inthe Namagua country 
to accept of it; for if L alone 
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sire to be ecauainted with the 
word of salvation. ‘Thouch we 


suller poverty, andare in want« 
all earthly con forts, which we 
could have enij oy ed in our native 
country, vet we are satisfied if 
We perceive that our fe ble ch- 
deavours are bicssed from on 


eh. OW e shall alWays PEjOICce, 
tf we can be Instrumental tn the 
*xtension of the gospel ot 
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cord 1g to their promis cs, be oc- 
cupied in building a house ; for 
we have beer obliged to hold di- 
vine service in the open air ; 
which 15 rather da INZCroUs, on 


account of the name ‘y of ser- 


pents, scorpions, v« nomous spl- 
2* 7 

ders, and othei dange erous cre 

tures. On Sunday evening, 


when I was preaching toa num- 
ber of peopie, a young serpent 
happened to creep round my 
ler 5 I endeavoured to. kill sis 
put casita Hot : howev er ii pleas 
ed the Lord to make it fee from 
me, so Uiat I proceeded unmo- 
lested. 
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A LETTER has as been 
received from Myr. Branton, at 
Karass. Hlerepeats, in strong 
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firmer letter, that several Ef- 
fendis of the first rank in that 
country make no secret of their 
suspicions respecting the truth 
of their own religion, and dis- 
cover a strong desire to under- 
stand the New ‘Testament.— 
They do what they can to read 
itin Arabic ; but most of them, 
it is feared, with little success. 
‘They earnestly wish for a trans- 
lation of itin Yurkish ; and it 
is much to be regretted, that 
there is no translation of it to be 
had in a language so extensively 
spoken. In order to convert 
people, they must be instracted ; 
* and here,” says Mr. Brunton, 
“ there are few ways of instruc- 
ting the Mohammedans, but by 


quietly circulating among then | 


small tracts, and copies of the 
Scriptures. Were this done in 
a wise and prudent manner, I 
am persuaded, from what has 
already taken place, that the 
happiest effects would soon fol- 
low.” Mr. B. concludes with 


saying, * Consider the nature of 


the Mohammedan religion, the 
state of the countries In which 
it is professed, and the prophe- 
cles respecting it in the holy 
scriptures, aad you must be con- 
vinced that it will meet with an 
wwiul and sudden downfail: but 
Jor this the minds of Mohamme- 
dens must be 


radually prepar- 
ed.” 


sr 
2 


——s > -- 
IRELAND. 
Fhiernian Society. 


IN the Evangelical Magazine 
for December last. a report from 
the committee of the Hibernian 
Seckcty was ineerted 5 in which 
it was stated, That a definite and 
very small number of Ministers 


are known to preach the gospel | 





[Oer, 


inthe provinces of Conn 
and Munster. 


¢ * 
+ quo 
Since that per: 
. arte * at peri. 
Gd, however, Iiormation of g 
more agreeable nature has been 
eeaheneticated by some re spee- 
table friends, whereby it appears 
‘ « t +g 
that ‘A much greater number 
of evangelical ministers are aCe 
tually em:sloyed in those parts 
of Ireland. ‘The committee 
rejoice tu sod that their first in- 
formation was Incomplete; and 
they mas: ardeatly wish for the 
co-operauon of all denemina- 
lions 1n their endeavors to im- 
prove the relivious state of Jre- 
land. 
Sigened 
by order of the committee) 
(by my 
S. Minus, Treasurer ; 
J. CAMPBELL, Sccretary. 
--— «ae - 
Exiract of a Letter froma Cler- 
gyman wi Lreiand, 


“T HAVE been going about 
from town to town, and from 
village to village, disposing of 
Bibies and ‘Testaments: and [ 
am happy to tell you that the 
call for them Js very great. 
Many of the Catholics have 
vot ‘them, both by donation 
and purchase; and withouga 
the priests have obliged ma- 
ny to vive them up, yet they 
are no sooner returned than 
others get them ; and many 
poor people are very desirous to 
read them, and hear them read. 
fndeed, the opposition of the 
Diiests makes many individuals 
more anxious to obtain them. I: 
the Lord spare me, I mean to 
continue this work, unul I have 
spread the word of life through 
most parts of this benightce 
country. Tcannot so well dis- 
pose of ‘Tracts. — There has 
been a Tract written by a pier 
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dissuading the people from read- 
Tracts 5 and saying, 
that the Trish aie dial to be cheat- 
edout of their religion. But 
He, vi ose church Is his glory, 
wil do uis own pleasure, and es- 
tablisis his own kingdom in op- 
Hosition to au the powers 
Antu-Ch rist ! 


ing our 


Oe 


he following Leiter from Mary,* 
une of the Flutientots who were 
irl England a few yeurs ago, to 
the secretar y, of the Lone don 

Missionary Society, wll probu- 

bly be agreeable io our Readers. 
* Deur Brother, 

* Twas very happy to hear of 
you, cur de ang Pres. chiefly that 
you continued in good health of 
body and soul. ‘Phrough the 
goodness of our Lord Ged, I 
have found my dear children in 
a ar situation in Africa ; the 
Lord has, in a particular man- 
ner, taken care of them; but 
my poor ld Christian, who 
was born in Helland, I have lost 
by death in Africa; but I trust 
he died to go into everjasunge 
life. The Lord has e elven me 
again a sop in his places who} 15 
about four months old, and is in 


- o 


chi 
Chi 


good health, Three of my 
other children I have not yet 


seen 5; because of the great dis- 
tance we are from one ancther: 
be itthe Lord give 3 me to be sul HH, 
in his w: ay, and [ trust I shall 
sce them in his ame. O mav I 
sce them in heawen ! What hap- 
piness will it be for me to have 
brought forth children for ever- 


ae 
au 


lasting life! My dear children 
Who are with me, I tell them, 


many times, the happiness which 
I experienced in that Eng- 
i r 
*Aparticular account of Mary 
was given in the frst Series cf the 
Lomiecticut Evangelical Magazine. 
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land ; and that makes them mas 
ny times very anxious to sce 
that country where the Lord 
dwells in such a wonder/ul mian- 
her, that they asked, 
O letus go some iime there, to 
see such dear people 1? With 
me, are John and my dear sister 
Martha. We have all for body 
end soul that may be necessary. 
We are with our brother Mich- 
erer and his wife, who behave 
as a brother and sister tous, and 
take care of us. O that I may 
be more thankful to my dear rar. of 
Lord and Saviour for his faithful- Ms 
ness and wonderful goodness ! x aa 
Help me, dear brother, to pray 3 bh Paws P| 
to thank me: I can do no- ‘ Gaels 
thing without the Spirit of een. 
Cirist ! Many times I spake On 
with our brother Kicherer about RN i ba 
all the friends : (with tears AS ana 
in my eyes IT must confess it) {oe We) 
chiefly it grieved me, when I re- aa 
collected the last farewell to Mr, cat 
Hardcastle, then I sink away. ) Hy 
O what shail it be when we mect 
one another again In heaven, 
When never shall have place a 
separating - 

~ O be 3 kind 
affectionate Christian love to all 
the dear brothers and sisters (ita 
with whom: 1 have had the hon- BB / 
or to converse ! O what wonder- t | 
ful love { feel for them ¢ Pane 
Now, farewell, my dear 
ember me: I — 
lo remember you, in particular 
il throne of grace. The 
Lord God dwell in your house, 
in your heart, in the hearts of . 
vour family, and make all things % 
well. 4 

Lam, dear Sir, with much es- a 
tecm, your affectionate sister in 





« Mother, 


,,. 
OY 


* #) ut 


dear 








b : 
; b 
as to give my | ie | 


aa es 
—_ 
= 


yrotaer, Preu 
»Te 


+ 
the 


a 


- 
t 


ts ee 
= 


ate 
aor yee 
= - :_- 
Sark. 
woes 


au. 38 


~ 
ae 
~ 
=. 


+. 


a S 
a 


~ 
~—— 
= 
5% > aha rin 


> 
> Se 


the Lord Jesus, 
Mary Van Rooy.” 4 
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Poetry. 


POETRY. 


The Departing Christian. 


BEHOLD! the solemn hour is come, 
By heav’n assign’d, that seals my dooin, 
That lays this ‘head beneath the sod, 
And bears my willing soul to God. 


To the lone vault or church-yard borne, 
This dust must soon to dust return ; 
Soon must my lifeless corpse be laid 
Amongst the long-forgotten dead. 


{hear the death-beli’s mournful sound, 
Isce my weeping friends around, 

1 hear affection’s ‘bursting sigh, 

And read despair in friendship’s eye. 


Vain sighs ! and unavailing tears, 
Death’s ear is deaf to human prayers 
Nor skill, nor pow’r, nor love can save, 
’ 
ia we Pave. 
When God commands us to the grav 


Yet through the deep sepulchral gloom, 
That wraps mansion of the tomb, 
I see, with rapturous delight, 

A beam of heav’n’s effuleent light. 


‘Jesus, my Lord, I know, once made 
The dark and lonely grave his bed ; 
‘Thence he arose; and led the way 
To yonder world of cloudless day. 


{ trace him in his glorious flight 
From ear A to heav’n’s sublimest height : 
And hark ! he calls my spirit hore ; 


te > 


Jesus, my Lord, I hear, I come. 


With joy, thy mandate I obey, 
Let not thy chariot long delay ; : 
I see my long ex pected prize, 
A crown of giory in the skies. 


Then weep not, fond, aMiicted friends, 
Death is the angel Jesus sends 

To bear the sainted soul on high, 
Beyond the reach of human eye. 


The race is run, in duty’s path, 


Fought the good fight, and kept the faith ; 


Now leaning on my Saviour’s breast, 
My spirit seeks its final rest. 








Poetry. 


me, Rind friends, then grieve no more, 
My heart’ sat rest; the conflict’s o’er 

res Mes ’s glories break upon my view ; 

Adieu, ra friends ; vain world, adieu. 


{ Pint. Mag. 
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fymn to Charity. 


COME, daughter of celestial birth, 
Adorn’d with every native grace ; 
On angel wing descend to earth, 
And there unveil thy angel face. 


From realms of joy and seats of bliss, 
In robes of radiant light she comes, | a 
Her voice the harbinger ef peace, Lh TR 
Meck-wreath’d her brow, her breath perfumes. 


{ 
3eneath her love-i!lumin’d eye, ga 
Th’ insensate burn, the iriendiess elow ; he he 
Her smiles repress the risen sigh, : 
Her sympathy the tear of woe. 


ree | 
The scornful leer, the haughty crest, eee) ih 
Vith mute long-suffering she endurés ; eee, | | 
The oppressor’s wrongs, the witling’s jest, ei 
In her own wounded breast immures. 


O’er the long list of crimes conceiv’c, eed 
Of guilt matur’d, or green with youth ; es 
She weeps inexorably griev’d, toner 
Rejoicing only in the truth. Een 


Yor hearts malignant, slow to love, 
And swift to injure or complain ; 

Her bosom heaves, her sorrows move, 

She pardons first, then loves again. 


Yet ne’er with curious heart attends, 
The whispers of perfidious fame ; | Bt 
Nor envies when the concave rends, Py 
Of honor’d names with loud acclaim, 


Nor yet from aspect, ree, ill, 
Suspects some dark and deep design ; 
Hope scatters hovering clouds at will, 
And looks beyond the dubious sign. 


And e’en when spois and stains appear’, 
Her mingled grief and paty move, 

She bids the frail her mantic wéar, 
And hides the deeds she cannot love. 
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Poetry. 
J (Oc. 

To humbie vales of worth obscure, 

Careless of toil! and shame descends, 

exalts the friendless, and the poor 

Irom scorn’s depressing frowa defends. 


The mecd to virtuous deeds decreed, 
With virgin blush she still declines ; 
i“alse virtues only columns necd, 

In its own heams true glory shines. 


Grace flows unmix’d thro’ all her micm 
Yor love unfeigned rules her breast, 
And there immutably serene, 

Peace and immortal glory rest. 


Thou loveliest daughter of the skies ! 
Enamor’d with thy peerless charms, 
‘To thy embrace my spirit flies, 

And seeks a refuge in thy arms. 

if bliss be e’er cesign’d for me, 

Oh! make me thine own imace bear ; 
In tho’t, act, end, be one with thee, 
And in thy triumphs ever share ! 
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rcv. Joel Byington, being for contributions col- 


lected by him in New Scttlementsy.......ee $6 49 
Livenezer J. Leavenworth, do. do. 8 30 
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